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Je that you have any Territories which are not 
onder the law-making power of any organized 
yernment? Itis an absurdity that we can ac- 
territory from a foreign Government which 
have not the right to govern, 
Then, the right ef citizenship applies every- 


( il 
uy 


where. 


citizenship of the place he leaves, and must take 
on the right of citizenship of the place to which 
These rights are fixed by the law-mak- 
ing power of each place. If he leaves Pennsyl- 
vania to-day, wheu he crosses the line of that 
and goes into Virginia, he leaves behind 
him the right of citizenship of Pennsylvania and 
must take upon himself the right of ciuzenship 
of the State of Virginia. In Pennsylvania the 
Legislature of the State fixes the right of citizen- 
ship, and that right extends to the gceographica! 
limits of the State. And so the Virginia Legis- 
lature fixes the right of-eitizenship within her 
When a man the line which 
divides the two States, he leaves behind him the 
right of citizenship in the State which he leaves, 
and must take upon himself the right of citizen- 
ship of the State into which he goes. 

Now, when he leaves one State of this Union 
iid goes into a Territory, he is in precisely the 
same condition. He leaves behind him the right 
of citizenship of the State he leaves, and must 
take on the right of citizenship of the place to 
which he goes; and the law-making power of that 
place must fix this right of citizenship. 

Thus you harmonize the powers of the Federal 
Government with those of the States. The au- 
thority of each State is Jeft, within its own limits, 


he goes. 


State 


limits. crosses 


When a man leaves one place in this | 
country and goes to another he leaves the right of 


to regulate and fix its right of citizenship and its | 
own domestic institutions; and they are beyond | 
reach and control of any person not a resident 


f the particular State. So when he goes into 
the territory of the Union, the law-making power 
thereof is the Congress of the Uniied States; and 
until it delegates to sonie one else the authority 
to establish a law-making power there, he is under 
the control of the primary and original law- 
making power, and must take on himself the right 
of ciuzenship fixed by Congress, or by some gov- 
ernment authorized by Congress. Then any 
legislation by Congress that does not authorize 


a government to be established upon the Territo- | 


ries does nothing in the world towards securing 
to the people of the Territories a government, but 
isa mere bagatelle, and amounts to nothing. 

Then why go on and create supernumerary 
land surveyors, and add additional officers in the 
land offices, when you have land surveyorsalready 
whose duties extend over all the territories, as 
far as the Indian title is extinguished? Why 
provide, then, pay for a man from a land district 
to sit here, who represents no organized and legal 
government? JT can see in this proposal no bene- 
ficial legislation whatever; and [ move the refer- 
ence of the bill to-—— 

Mr. COX. Before the gentleman concludes, I 
desire to ask him a question. 

Mr. GROW. Ido not purpose to deprive the 
gt ntleman of an opportunity to speak. 

Mr.COX. I wish to inquire of the gentleman 
whether the committee, of which he is chairman, 
proposes any legislation with respect to this or 
the other Territories? And if so, whether they 
propose to change the bills they reported last ses- 
Sion, so as to obliterate those obnoxious provis- 
ions which caused them to be defeated ? 

Mr. GROW. The Committee on Territories 
—and | suppose it is proper to state it—propose, 
when we have an opportunity, to submit to this 
House bills for organizing Territories for the peo- 
ple in the region around Pike’s Peak; fur the 
people in the region of the Washoe silver mines, 
called Nevada; for the people of what is calied 
Arizona; and for the people of this very Dakota 
a rritory, and for the Territory above it, which 


Will cover all the territory of the nation; and thus 


rangi 


“is Whole territorial legislation. And we 


pro- 


ging the whole matter, we shal! get rid of 


pose to report those bills in the usual form, ex- | 


6 


cept that the Governor’s veto may be overruled 
by a majority of the Legisiature; and that, when 
the people within the limits of those ‘Territorics 
shall amount to twenty-five thousand, they shall 
electall their own officers; and until that time, the 
officers are to be appointed by the President, as 
heretofore. We thought that twenty-five thou- 
sand people would be a sufficient number to main- 
tain a form of government without imposing a 
burden of excessive taxation; and that they would 
be capable of electing their own officers, to take 
the place of those appointed by the President. 
Mr. COX. And do they propose 


proviso In respec 


the same 
t to slavery that was contained 
in the former bills? ‘That is the point. 

Mr. GROW. Weshall, I take it, report the 
same proviso as before, with the privilege of any 
member to move to strike it out; and if a majority 
is against us upon that question, we propose to 
vote for those bills. If a majority shall strike 
the clause out, then you have nota word in the 
bills about slavery—no reference to it whatever. 
Wi propose to kk ave it to be se ttle d by a majority 
of the Hlouse, whether they will retain that pro- 
viso or not; and if a majority say no, it will be 
out of the bills. Stull, we believe that the pe ople 
should have governments, and should therefore 
vote to give them governments; for, to-day, there 
is no doubt that there are at least forty thousand 
people in what is known as Pike’s Peak, and 
they are there withoutany government, and with 
no law but mob law. 

Sir, does the Government of the country dis- 
charge its duty to the pioneers who go forth and 
people the wilderness, in thus leaving them ex- 
yosed to mob law as their only protection ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
tion to the gentleman; and that ts: whether it 
would not be better, following the example of my 
own State and some others, to abolish the veto 
power altogether. 

Mr. GROW. !n most of the States you allow 
the Governor to veto, and a majority of the Le- 
gislature to overrule the veto. This gives time, 
in hasty legislation, for the Governor to examine 
the bills; and if he vetoes them, the same major- 
ity that passed them originally could pass them 
over the veto of the Governor; and thus, in all 
substantial legislation, it makes no difference. 
We know that hasty legislation takes place in 
all legislative bodies—in States as weil asin Con- 
gress. Some bills are passed in a moment of 


I desire to make asugges- 


haste, which, if the attention of the members had | 


been called to objectionable provisions in them, 
would not have been passed at all. In such cases 
the Governor could eall the attention of the body 
to them. 

Before I surrender the floor, I move that the 
bill be referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

I have but a word to say in conclusion. It 
must be remembered that the surveyors general 
are appointed to survey the lands as fast as the 
Indian title is extinguished. The Government 
never has proposed heretofore to go upon the lands 
of the Indians, and commence surveys before the 
Indian title has been extinguished. That creates 


these border troubles and difficulties; and hence | 


the Government has abstained, thus far in its his- 
tory, from authorizing any surveys of lands until 


the Indian title thereto has been extinguished. | 
The system inaugurated in this bill proposes to 
innovate upon that policy, and send a surveyor | 


general to commence surveys before the Indian 
title has been extinguished. It will end in border 
wars, and a larger expenditure of money in quell- 
ing Indian insurrections. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 
made. I desire to know whether it comes from 
the Committee on Public Lands? 

Mr. THAYER. It does. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. 


I did not hear this report | 


I have no doubt that is cor- 


rect; but there are, at least, two members of that | 


committee who do not recollect ahy action on the 
subject. The report was certainly notunanimous. 


I simply wish to say that some members of the | 


committee do not approve of that bill. 


| 
ti 





Mr. THAYER. It is the u MmouIMmMous 
the Committee on Publie Lands 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It may have been the unan 
imous of who wer pr > but 
both the genteman from Ohio, [Mr. Tromp 2) 
and | myself do not recollect any action being 
taken on it. It is probable we were absent. Ido 
not mean to dispute the gentleman’s statement; 
but L wish it to be understood that some members 
of the Committee on Public Lands do not agree 
to this bill. 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. Speaker, I will reply in 
a very few words to the argument of the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania against this bill. It seems 
to me to come with a very bad grace from the 
chairman of the Committee on Territories to ob- 
ject that we propose to admit a Delegate to Con 
gress from this land district of Dakota, when his 
committee, during the last session, reported bills 
organizing two territorial governments over the 
same people, and admitting feo Delegates to the 
Llouse of Representatives. This bill provides 
for the admission of but one Delegate to repre- 
sent the same, and has, therefore, the argument 
of economy in its favor. But the gentleman in- 
forms us that the proposition to survey and offer 
for sale the lands of Dakota, is an infringement 
of the policy of the Government, inasmuch aa 
no provision is ever made for such survey and 
sale till the Indian titles are extinguished. Does 
the gentleman forget that in the former part of 
his remarks, he said there was already a surveyor 
general for this very purpose. Accordingly, this 
bill does not propose any infringement of our 
policy in this regard. But the surveyor general 
of Minnesota has not ordered the survey of the 
lands of Dakota, and the people there are desir- 
ous of securing titles to their homesteads. It is 
the duty of the Gevernment to enable them to 
obtain rightful and permanent possession of the 
land which they are now cultivating. 

But the chairman of the Committee on Terri- 
tories considers it the duty of this General Gov- 
ernment to form a government for the people of 
Dakota. I do not blame the gentleman for his 
persistent efforts to magnify his office. The peo- 
ple of Dakota have formed their own government, 
and, in my judgment, they are as well qualified 
to do this for themselves, as the Committee on 
Territories are to do it for them. This govern- 
ment is now in full operation. The people are 
satisfied with it. Its officers have been elected 
by the people from their own number. I wish 
to recognize this government by admitting a Del- 
egate from it to the House of Representatives. 


rcuion 


of 


aclion 


Ost 


| What does the gentleman propose to do? Sim- 
| ply this: to overthrow the government of the peo- 
ples and to put in its place a government made 


xy the Territorial Committee; to displace the 
officers whom the people have elected, and to au- 
thorize the President to appoint their officers. I 
have no patience, sir, with this argument of the 
divine right of kings or of Congress. The right 


| of self-government is the right of American cit- 


izens on American soil, and 1s not derived either 
from Congress or the President. 1 would there- 
fore recognize the rightfulness and validity of the 
government now existing in Dakota, by admit- 
ting a Delegate from that political community to 
this House. Nothing further is necessary, and 
nothing more is required of us, F 

L now move that the bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
with a purpose to enter a motion to reconsider. 

Mr. GROW. Is the question first upon the mo- 
tion torefer the billtothe Committee on Territories? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; under the rules the 
question is first on referring it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was takenon Mr. 'Tuayer’s mo- 
tion; and it was agreed to. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. GROW moved to reconsider the vote by 
which it was so referred; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the tab! 

The latter motion was agreed to. 
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DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1861; which was 
read a first and second time, referred to the Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


and ordered to be printed. 
RAILROAD GRANT TO KANSAS. 


Mr. VANDEVER. 1 
Committee on Public Lands to report a bill (H. 
R. No. 700) granting alternate sections of the pub- 
lic lands to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads in the Territory or future State of Kansas. 

I desire to say in reference to the bill, that it 

reposes to grant alternate sections of the public 
ale upon the line of various railroads in the 
‘Territory of Kansas. Itembraces one main lead- 
ing line up the Kaw Valley to the mountains— 
the western limit of the present Territory 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would suggest 
that it would be better for the gentleman to reserve 
his remarks till the discussion of the bill in Com- 





I am instructed by the | 


mittee of the Whole onthe state of the Union, | 


where it will of course go, | suppose. 

Mr. VANDEVER. 1 did not intend any dis- 
cussion at all. j 
visions of the bill, ‘There are some peculiarities 
about the bill. It is different from any that has 
ever been presented before. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the gentleman 
to give way foranamendment which Lam direct- 
ed by the Committee on Public Lands to offer. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I hope the gentleman will 
pause until | can make my remarks. 

Several Members. Let the bill be read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 
Mr. VANDEVER. 

floor. I desired to have the bill read. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that this bill 
is a report from the Committee on Public Lands. 
Was that committee regularly called? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir; and the gentleman 
from lowa is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, Will the gentle- 
man from lowa give way fora motion to adjourn? 

The SPEAKER. The bill will come up the 
first thing in the morning. 

Mr. VANDEVER. 1 will yield the floor for 
a motion to adjourn, if that is the pleasure of the 
House. 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. 
gentleman will go on with his explanation. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Oh, no. Let us 
adjourn. 

Phe SPEAKER. 
lowa yield to the gentleman from New York? 

Mr. VANDEVER. 


adjourn. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Then I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 
UNION PRAYER-MEETING——-USE OF THE HALL. 
The SPEAKER. Will the House allow the 


Chair to make a suggestion? A very respectable 


body of gentlemen, clergymen of all denomina- || 


tions, called upon me in my room this morning, 
and have solicited the use of this Hall to-morrow 
evening to hold a union prayer-meeting, atwhich, 
I believe, Dr. Spring, of New York, is expected 
to preside. 1 hope the House will consent that 
they may have the use of the Hall. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. Oh, no; we cannot do 
that. 
Mr. COX. 
House be given, if such a motion is necessary. 
Mr. SINGLETON. 1 object. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Llinois, soucht the floor. 
Mr. GURLEY. Has the morning hour ex- 
ired ? 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
the floor? 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
to adjourn pending. 
The SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn is 
the only question in order. 


Am I entitled to 


There is a motion 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Before the question | 


is put on adjournment, | desire to present an 
amendment to the bill reported by the gentleman 


from Iowa, (Mr. Vanpever,] that it may be || 


printed. 


1 merely wish to explain the pro- || 


I have not yielded the | 


I hope the 


Yes, sir; for a motion to || 


I will move that the consent of the | 


| is in order —s a motion to adjourn? 
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The SPEAKER. If there is no objection, the || 


amendment will be ordered to be printed. 
No objection was made. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Now, I hope there 
will be no obj cuioh to my offering a resolution. 
Mr. RUFFIN and others objected, 
Mr. BURNETT. I desire to know if anything 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Just a word 

The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to under- 
stand from the House one thing about which he | 
is notinformed. An application has been made 
to me in a respectful manner, and to which I have 
no personal objection. The subject is now before 
the House. I do not feel at liberty to grant the 
use of the Hall without the consent of the House; 
but I suppose the consent of the House will de- 
pend upon the majority. 





I suppose it depends on that. 
Mr. COX. 


move that the use of the Hall be granted. 


Mr. BURNETT. I rise to a question of order; 


and that is, whether anything is in order while a 
motion is pending that the House do nowadjourn? 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I want to say to 
the enemies of this resolution that 
Mr. RUFFIN. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois, continued his re- 
marks. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I call the gentleman to order; 
and I call upon the Speaker to enforce the rules 
of the House. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I have said all that 
I desire to say. 1 shall ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to offer this resolution every 
day until itis received and acted upon. I am 
determined that gentlemen shall vote upon it. 

Mr. RUFFIN. I call upon the Speaker to 
enforce the rules of the House; and if the Speaker 
cannot do it, he ought to resign his place. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. [ think it about 
time that the motion to adjourn should be put. 

| ‘The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The House thereupon (at half past two o’clock, 
p.m.) adjourned, 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, December 13, 1860. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 


TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


| ate a letter of the Treasurer of the United States, 


|, communicating copies of his accounts for the 


Docs the gentleman from | 
| second quarters of 1869. 


third and fourth quarters of 1859 and the first and 


Mr. BIGLER. It has been usual, I believe, to 
publish this document. However, | will merely 
move that it lie upon the table. 


|| ‘The motion was agreed to. 


BILL RECOMMITTED. 


On motion of Mr. BRAGG, it was 

Ordered, That the bill (H. R. No. 276) for the relief of 
Mrs. Hannah McDowell, reported adversely from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, on the 16th of May last, be recom- 
| mitted to the Committee on Pensions, 
| MEMORIAL. 
| Mr. BROWN. 


| president and directors of the Columbia Institu- 


grounds, Not being willing to take any active 
| say that, at the request of the memorialists, I in- 
|| troduce the memorial, and ask to have it referred 
|| to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

| It was so referred. 

j 

1 

| 

| 

| 

1 


MESSAGE FROM TIIE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
| by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (No. 841) making further 


| 
| provision in relation to consolidated land offices; | 


in which the concurrence of the Senate was re- 
| quested. 
| ‘The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 82) to 


1 . : ; 
i| sion of Oregon into the Union, so as to extend 


If | am under a misap- | 
prehension, I shall be happy to be corrected; but | 


If a motion is necessary, I will | 


I call the gentleman to order. | 


I present the memorial of the | 
| tion for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb | 
and the Blind, praying for an appropriation for | 
the purpose of providing suitable buildings and | 


part in the legislation of Congress, I will simply || 


amend the fourth section of the act for the admis- | 





December 
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13 
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the time for selecting salt springs and conti a 
lands in Oregon. 

PRINTING OF DOCUMENTs. 

The message further announced that the Hope 

had ordered the printing of the following docy. 


Suous 


|} ments: 


| Letter from the Postmaster General, transmit 

ting a statement showing the distance from tie 

post office of each Senator and Representative in 
_ Congress to the city of Washington—ordered oy 

the 11th instant, at twelve o’clock and ten minutes 
| Letter from the ‘Treasurer of the United States. 
communicating copies of his accounts—order; d 
on the 13th instant, at twelve o’clock and tey 
minutes. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DAVIS asked, and by unanimous conseyyt 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 520); 
|| furnish arms and accouterments to a volunteer 
company in Lexington, Kentucky; which was 
read twice by its title, and referred to the Coy. 
mittee on Military Affairs and Militia. 


| AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 
i] TCO) y . 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I offer the fo). 


| lowing joint resolution, and ask that it be read: 
|| The Secretary read it, as follows: 
| Joint resolution (S. No. 48) proposing amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 
Whereas the fifth article of the Constitution - Uni 
| ted States provides for amendments thereto in ty. aianne; 
following, viz: ** Congress, whenever two thirds of bor 
Houses shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendments 
to this Constitution, or, on the application of the Legis|, 
tures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a coy 
vention for proposing amendments, which, in either case, 
| Shall be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of this 
Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the several States, or by conventions in three 
fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification 
may be proposed by the Congress : Provided, Thatno amend 
ment Which may be made prior to the year 1808 sliall in any 
manner affect the first and fourth clauses in the ninth sec 
| tion of the first article ; and that no State, witiout its con. 
sent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Sena 
Therefore, 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, (two 
thirds of both Houses concurring,) That the following 
amendments to the Constitution of the United Stas } 
|| proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, whici 
|| when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of th 
|| States, shall be valid to all intents and purposes as part of 
the Constitution : 
| 
| 


That hereafter, the President and Vice President of the 
| United States shall be chosen by the people of the respective 
Each State shall b 
| divided, by the Legisiature thereof, into districts, equal in 
|| number to the whole number of Senators and Representa 
| tives to which such State may be entitled in the Congress 
of the United States; the said districts to be composed of 
1] contiguous territory, and to contain, as nearly as may be, 

| an equal number of persons entitied to be represented under 
|, the Constitution, and to be laid off, for the first time, im 
mediately after the ratification of this amendment, and alt’ 
wards, at the session of the Legislature next ensuing tl) 
apportionment of representatives by the Congress of tle 
United States, that, on the first Thursday in August, 0 
the year 1864, and on the same day every fourth year ther 
after, the citizens of each State who possess the qualifice 
tions requisite for electors of the most numerous branch 0 
| the State Legislatures, shall meet within their respective 
| districts, and vote fora President and Vice President 0! the 
United States; and the person receiving the greatest nui 
| ber of votes for President, and the one receiving the great 
| est number of votes tor Vice President, in each «istrict, 
| shall be holden to have received one vote ; which fact sliail 
| be immediately certified by the Governor of the State, to 
|| each of the Senators in Congress from such State, and (0 
|| the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
| of Representatives. The Congress of the United States 
| 


1 States, in the manner following: 


shall be in session on the second Monday in October, \i 
the year 1864, and on the same day on every fourth year 
thereafter ; and the President of the Senate, in the presence 
of the Senate and House of Representatives, shal! open a 
the certifieates. and the votes shall then be counted. The 
person having the greatest number of votes for President. 
|| shall be President, if such number be equal to a majority 
|| of the whole number of votes given ; but if no person have 
such majority, then a second election shall be held on th 
|| first Thursday in the month of December then next enst 
|| ing, between the persons having the two highest numbers 
| for the office of President; which second election shall be 
\\ conducted, the result certified, and the votes counted, it 
| the same manner as in the first; and the person having ( 
| satest number of votes for President, shall be Preside nt 
| But, if two or more persons shall have received the great- 
| est, and an equal number of votes, at the second electio!, 
| then the person who shall have received ihe greatest null 
| 
' 
| 
| 





|| ber of votes in the greatest number of States, shall be Pree 
ident. ‘The person having the greatest number of votes '°" 
Vice President, at the first election, shail be Vice Presi 
dent, if such number be equal to a majority of the who 
number of votes given ; and if no person have such may’ 
ity, then a second election shall take place between — 
| persons having the two highest numbers, on the samme o° 
that the second election is held for President; and the P 
son having the highest number of the votes for \ oo 
|| ident, shall be Vice President. But if there should h fot 
il to be an equality of votes between the persons so vote’ 
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1860. 
it the second election, then the person having rmmnanet 
number of votes in the greatest number of States, shall ne 
Vice President. But whena second election shall be neces- 
cary in the case of Vice President, and not necessary in the 
ase of President, then the Senate shall choose a Vice Presi 
ent from the persons having the two highest numbers tothe 
ir telection, as is now prescribed in the ¢ onstitution : I ro- 
ited. That the President to be elected in the year 1864 
h il be chosen from one of the slavehoiding States, and 
the Vice President from one of the non-slaveholding States ; 
and in the year 1868, the President shall be chosen from 
one of the non slaveholding States, and the Vice President 
{rom one of the slaveholding States, and so alternating the 
president and Vice President every four years between the 
slaveholding and the non-slaveholding States during the 
continuance of the Government. : 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That article one, sec- 
tion three, be amended by striking out the word * Legisla- 
ture,” and inserting in lieu thereof the following words, | 
viz: “persons qualified to vote for members of the most 
numerous branch of the Legislature,’ so as to make the 
third section of said article, when ratified by three fourths | 
of the States, read as follows, to wit: | 

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State, chosen by the persons qual. | 
ified to vote for the members of the most numerous branch 
of the Legislature thereof, for six years, and cach Senator || 
shall have one vote. 

Sec. 4. And be it further resolved, That article three, 
section one, be amended by striking out the words “ good 
behavior,” and inserting the following words, viz: * the 
term of twelve years.”? And further, that said article and 
section be amended by adding the following thereto, viz: 
‘and it shall be the duty of the President of the United 
States, within twelve months after the ratification of this || 
amendment by three fourths of all the States, as provided || 
by the Constitution of the United States, to divide the 
whole number of judges, as near as may be practicable, 
into three classes. The seats of the judges of the first class 
shall be vacatedat the expiration of the fourth year from 
such classification; of the second class, at the expiration of 
the eighth year; and of the third class, at the expiration of 
the twelfth year, so that one third may be chosen every 
fourth year thereafter.”” 

The article, as amended, will read, as follows: 

ARTICLE III. || 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of the United States shall be | 

vested in one Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts 
as the Congress from time to time may ordain and establish. | 
The judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall | 
hold their offices during the term of twelve years, and shall, 
at stated times, receive for their services a compensation, 
which shall not be diminished during their continuance in 
office. And it shall be the duty of the President of the Uni- 
ted States, within twelve months after the ratification of | 
this amendment by three fourths of all the States, as pro- 
vided by the Constitution of the United States, to divide 
the whole number of judges, as near as may be practicable, | 
into three classes. The seats of the judges of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the fourth year 
from such classification ; of the second class, at the expi- 
ration of the eighth year ; and of the third class, at the ex- 
piration of the twelfth year, so that one third may be chosen 
every fourth year thereafter: Provided, however, That all 
vacancies occurring under the provisions of this section | 
shall be filled by persons, one halfof whom shall be chosen 
trom the slaveholding States, and the other half with per- 
sons chosen from the non-slaveholding States, so that the 
Supreme Court will be equally divided between the slave- 
holding and the non-slaveholding States. 


Mr. JGHNSON, of Tennessee. That com- 
mittee not having been appointed, though I pre- 
sume it will be appointed, I ask that the resolu- 
tion lie on the table, and be printed, with a view, | 
at the proper time, to refer it to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I introduce 
the following resolution, with a view of referring 
it at the proper time: 


Resolved, That the select committee of thirteen be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing, by 
constitutional provision: 1. A line running through the 
territory of the United States, not included within the 
States, making an equitable and just division of said terri- 
tory, south of which line slavery shall be recognized and 
protected as property, by ample and full constitutional | 
guarantees, and north of which line it shall be prohibited. 
2. The repeal of all acts of Congress in regard to the res- 
toration of fugitives from labor, and an explicit declaration 
in the Constitution, that it is the duty of each State for 
itself'to return fugitive slaves when demanded by the proper | 
authority, or pay double their cash value out of the treas- | 
ry of the State. 3. An amendment of the Constitution, 
declaring that slavery shall exist in navy-yards, arsenals, 
Xc., or not, as it may be admitted or prohibited by the 
States in which such navy-yards, arsenals, &c., may be || 
situated. 4. Congress shall never interfere with slavery | 
in the District of Columbia, so long as it shall exist in the | 
State of Maryland, nor even then, without the consent of 
the inhabitants and compensation to the owners. °5. Con- | 
gress shall not touch the representation of three fifths of 
the slaves, nor the inter-State trade, coastwise or inland. 
6. These provisions to be unamendable, like that which 
relates to the equality of the States in the Senate. 


I move that the resolution lie on the table for || 
the present, and be printed. 
he motion was agreed to. 





WILLIAM A. LINN. 


Mr. PUGH. I am instructed by the Commit- || 
N, on the Judiciary to report back Senate bill | 
Vo. 918, for the relief of William A. Linn’s || 


H 


| ment rendered by the circuit court in and for the | 


| in payment for his services as architect in prepar- 


| which he has on your Department for 
| rendered, in forming designs, detail, drawings, specitica- 


| undersigned has valued at $500.* 


| petitioner. 
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| estate, with the recommendation that it pass. I \ letter to the Sec 


— 


retary. There is also a memorial. 





trust that the bill will be put on its passage. || These are the only »apers connected with the bill. 


It passed both Houses at the last session, but 
was not received by the President in time to be | 
ap yroved. 

‘he motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
518) for the relief of William A. Linn’s estate 
was read the second time, and considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. It proposes to direct 
the Secretary of the Treasury to satisfy a judg- 


county of St. Louis, State of Missouri, at its 
October term of the year 1857, in favor of Thomas 
C. Reynolds and against the late William A. 
Linn, for services in defending him in a suit | 
brought against him by William H. Belcher and 
Charles Belcher, on account of acts done by Linn 
as an officer of the United States; and also to pay | 
Reynolds a like additional sum in satisfaction of 
his demand in another suit brought by him in the 
St. Louis court of common pleas in and for the 
county of St. Louis, against Linn, and now pend- | 
ing against Linn’s administrator, for other like | 
service in defending Linn. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZA B. MILLS. | 
Mr. CAMERON. I ask the Senate to take | 
up the bill (S. No. 490) for the relief of Eliza B. | 
Mills, widow of Robert Mills. I hope the Senate | 
will indulge me by putting the bill on its passage. | 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill was read | 


| the second time, and considered as in Committee of 


the Whole. It directs that there be paid to Eliza 
B. Mills, widow of Robert Mills, the sum of $500, 


ing and furnishing plansand estimates fora marine 
hospital at New Orleans, and a public printing 
office in the city of Washington. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to hear the | 
report in that case, if there is any. 

Mr. CAMERON. There was a unanimous re- | 
port made bythe Committee on Public Buildings. | 
Ihe services were performed a long while ago. 
There is no doubt about the case. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
formed that there is no report from the committee, 
but there is a memorial of the petitioner and a | 
letter to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Mr. CAMERON. The Chair will permit me 
to inform him that the committee reported unani- 
mously in favor of it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no written 
report. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us hear the letter of | 
the Secretary of the Treasury read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It isalctter to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

WasuHIneTton City, June 15, 1852. 

The undersigned would respectfully present a claim 

ofessional services 





tions, estimates, and drawing up and having executed con- 
tracts for a certain marine hospital tor the city of New Or- 
leans, for which he has never received any compensation. 
The papers accompanying this letter will show the char- 
acter of the transaction the undersigned had with your 
Department; and as justice has not been meted to him by 
your predecessor, the undersigned would respectfully ap- 
peal to you, sir, to examine this claim, and to judge upon 
its equity. 

The undersigned acted with good faith when he accepted 
the invitation by the Department to prepare plans for this 
building. The acceptance of these plans by a commissioner 
appointed to examine the same, whicn was approved by 
the Department, and the consummation of the contract on 
the part of the undersigned, also approved by the Depart- 
ment, was the fulfillment of the duties required of the un- 
dersigned, and which entitled him to be compensated for 
the laborious professional services rendered in this business. 

The undersigned would respectfully ask of the honorable 
Secreiary of the Treasury to be allowed such compen- 
sation as the service rendered is entitled to, which the 





Respectfully submitted, ROBERT MILLS, 


Engineer and Architect. 
Hon. ‘Tuomas Corwin, 


Secretary of the Treasury, United States. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood there wasa 
letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, which I 
called for. That seems to be a letter of the 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no letter 


from the Secretary of the Treasury. There isa 








* The regular charge by the profession in business of this 
kind is at the rate of two and a half per cent. on the esti- 
mates, Which amount 10 $1,500. 





Mr. CAMERON, The chairman of the Com- 


mittee on Public Buildings is not here. He could 
explain the whole matter. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope that bill will be 
laid aside, unless we can have some explanation. 
There seems to be no evidence whatever, and no 
statement of any committee about it. It is man- 
ifestly improper to pass it under such circum- 
stances. 

Mr. CAMERON. 
chairman is present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be laid over, 
if there is no objection. 

CLAIMS AGAINST MEXICO. 
Mr. IVERSON. As there seems to be no busi- 


ness before the Senate, I move that the Senate 


Let it lie over until the 


| take up for consideration the bill (S. No. 112) to 


carry out the provisions of the fifteenth section 
of the treaty between the United States and Mex- 


| ico, concluded on the 2d day of February, 1843. 


The motion was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the amendment pending to the bill, which was 
offered by the Senatorfrom Maine, (Mr. Hamutn.} 

The Secretary read the amendment, which is, 
in lines two and three of section two, to strike 


| out the words, “‘ and a solicitor on the part of the 





United States, both;’’ so that it will read: 

That the said board shall have a secretary versed in the 
English and Spanish languages, &c. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I recollect very distinctly the 
subject-matter when it was up at the last session. 
It seemed to me unnecessary to have an additional 
officer. It did not conform to the usual practice 
of commissioners in such cases, where the amounts 
involved were no greater than those involved in 
this commission. The amount is very small; 
and one good officer, in my judgment, would be 
amply sufficient. I think the amendment ought 
to prevail. 

Mr. IVERSON. The amendment, I think, is, 
that, instead of three commissioners, there shall 
be only one. Is that the object of the amend- 
ment? Perhaps I did not distinctly understand it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. [VERSON. 
now pending? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
again read the amendment. 

The Secretary again read the amendment. 

Mr. IVERSON. I do not feel any very great 
interest about the details of the bill; Seas in draw- 
ing it up, the Committee on Claims simply fol- 
lowed the precedent by Congress in establishing 
boards of commissions to adjudicate the origina 
claims under this treaty. There were three com- 
missioners. They had always a solicitor on the 
part of the Government, to see that the Govern- 
ment was not imposed upon by claimants, and 
this money taken out of the Treasury by false 
claims. I would suggest to the Senator from 
Maine, whether it would not be better to let there 
be a solicitor for this board. His pay will not 
come out of the Treasury; it will be no expense 
to the Government. It comes out of this fund, 
which does not belong to the United States, but 
to the claimants, if they have any just claim. It 
will cost the Government nothing; and I think it 
will be a protection at least to other claimants to 
have a solicitor and see justice done between 
them all. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Mr. President, I repeat again, 
the history of the Government shows that we have 
not usually had solicitors in cases of the limited 
amount involved in this commission—very rarcly. 
Now, sir, itis the duty of the commissioner to 
do precisely what the Senator from Georgia says 
—to see that improper claims are not presented; 
or allowed, if presented. It is his duty. He 
should be _— lawyer; he should be a compe- 
tent man. nd if he is a competent man, you 
only want this solicitor for the sole purpose of 
making a place for some particular person. It 
is as useless as the fifth wheel toa coach. The 
commissioner is entitled to a secretary to aid him 
im writing out his opinions and in preparing the 
papers; but the very duties that devolve on the 
chief officer are those of seeing that improper 
claims are not allowed, and that those that are 
allowed are allowed on legal and equitable pvin- 


Then what amendment is 








sf 


ciples. The amount is small, and I would not 
fritter it away by creating places for particular 
individuals. That is all there is of it. 

Mr. BRAGG. 


amendment will not prevail. The subject was 


before the Committee on Claims that reported | 
It was dis- || 


this bill, of which I am a member. 
eussed at the last session. The Senator from 
Maine says there is no necessity for this offi- 
I think the action of the board on these 
very claims before, when there were three com- 
missioners, instead of one as now proposed by 


cer. 


this bill, shows the necessity of such an officer. | 


Large and extensive frauds were committed on 
the Government, notwithstanding the vigil:xnce of 
your commissioners. 
has been in the habit of having solicitors at all 
previous times, or not, | say experience shows 
that such an officer is necessary to prevent frauds. 


They were committed before, and, in my humble | 
judgment, they will be committed again, without 
It is impos- | 


the assistance of some such officer. 
sible for one commissioner or a number of com- 
missioners to investigate these claims. A prima 
facie case is made out in relation to a claim, and, 
for aught the commissioner can see, it isall right 
and proper, as was the case when the Gardiner 
fraud was committed. Frauds may be committed 
again, perhaps even with this aid to the commis- 
sioner. "This will be an additional safeguard to 


the Government and to honest claimants. IThope, | 


therefore, that the amendment will not prevail. 


The saiary of the officer will be but a small por- | 


tion of the fund. 


The amendment was not agreed to; there being, | 


on a division—ayes 20, nocs 23. 

Mr. MASON. This isa bill in regard to the 
Florida claims, | understand. 

Mr. IVERSON. Oh, no. I will explain to 
the Senator and the Senate, in a few words, the 
object of this bill. 
United States and Mexico,a certain amount was 
set apart to pay claims of American citizens 
against the Government of Mexico. 
portion of that fund in the Treasury not ex- 
hausted. There are some claimants that either 
did not present their claims at the time the com- 
missioners were formerly in session, or were pre- 
vented by some cause; and the object of this bill 
is to allow them to go before a commission with 
their claims, and if they can establish their claims, 
to take the balance of the money in the Treasury. 


Mr. MASON. I desire to know from the Sen- | 
ator whether the bill specifies any particular class || 


of claims, or leaves it open to all claimants ? 
Mr. LVERSON. The Secretary will read that 
ortion of the bill. 
Mr. HALE, and others. Read the whole bill. 
The Secretary read the bill, as follows: 


A bill to further carry out the provisions of the fifteenth | 
section of the treaty between the United States and Mcx- || 


ico, concluded on the 2d day of February, 1848. 


Whereas there remains unexpended in the Treasury of | 


the United States the sum of £211,110 29 of the fund set 
apart by said treaty for the payment of claims of American 
citizens against the Government of Mexico: and whereas 
several claims in favor of American citizens against Mex- 


ico, alleged to be in existeuce prior to the date of said | 


treaty, have been presented to Congress, and payment 


thereof claimed out of said unexpended balance of said | 
tund, which said claims were not adjudicated by the board | 


of commissioners appointed under the act of the 3d of 
March, 1849: 


Be tt enacted, &c., That the Present of the United States, | 


by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall 
appoint one person, who shall constitute a board, to meet 


at the city of Washington at some early day, to be desig- | 
nated by the President, whose duty it shall be to receive | 


and examine all claims of citizens of the United States 
upon the Republic of Mexico, or who were citizens at the 
date of said treaty, and which are provided for by the treaty 
between said Governments of the United States and Mex- 
ico, concluded on the 2d day of February, 1848, and which 
may be presented to the said board, and which were cither 
not presented to the board of commissioners appointed un- 
der the act of the 3d of March, 1849, or were not adjudicated 


on their merits by the same, and todecide thereon, accord- | 


ing to the provisions of the said treaty, and of the first and 
fifth articles of the unratified convention concluded at the 
city of Mexico on the QUth day of November, 1843. 

See. 2. and be it further enacted, That the said board 
shall have a secretary and a solicitor on the part of the Uni- 
ted States, both versed in the English and Spanish Jan- 
guages, to be appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate; and the said board is 
hereby authorized to make all needful rules and regulations, 
not contrary to the laws of the United States or the provis- 
ions of sald treaties, for carrying their sald commission info 
full effect. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all records, doc- 
uments, and papers, whieh now are, or hereafter, until the 
close of said commission, may come into the possession of 


the Department of State, having relation to said claims, (| 


| shall be delivered to the said board; and when tie said 


Mr. President, I hope the | 


Whether the Government | 


By the treaty between the | 


There isa | 


; ants. 
sion sat; and everybody that had a just claim | 
came, and some that had unjust claims came, as || 


| nominally, this is to reach that. 
think, when we have paid every dollar that could | 
| be established before this commission, that we 
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commission shall be concluded, the journal of its proceed 

ings, together with all the records, documents, and papers 
which shall have come into its possession relating to the 
business of said board, shall be deposited in the office of 
the Secretary of State; and the period of six months from 
and after the organization of said board is hereby desig 

nated, within which said commissioner way, at the instance 
of any claimant er claimants, apply through the Secretary 


| of State of the United States to the Mexican Minister of 


Foreign Affairs, tor all such books, records, or documents 
in the possession or power of the Government of the Mexi- 
ean Republic, as shall be deemed necessary to the just 
decision of any claim or claims submitted to said boardin 
contormity with the provisions of said treaty. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
State is required, as soon asthe President shall lave desig- 
nated the day for the meeting of the said board, to give 
public notice thereof, and to cause said notice to be pub- 
lished in such newspapers as are authorized to publish the 
laws of the United States. 

Sec. 5. wind be it further enacted, That the compensation 
of the respective officers for whose appointment provision 
is made by this act, shall be as follows, namely: to the 
commissioner at the rate of $3,000 per annum ; to the sec- 
retary of the beard ai the rate of $2,000 per annum; and to 
the solicitor at the rate of $3,000 per annuin. 


authorized to make such provision for the contingent ex- 
penses of said commission as to him shall appear reasonable 
and proper. And the said salaries and expenses shail be 
paid out of said unexpended balance of said tund. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
missioner shall report to the Secretary of State a list of all 
the several awards made by him; a certified copy thereof 


shall be by him transmitted to the Secretary of the 'Treas- | 


ury, Who shall thereupon distribute, in ratable proportions, 
among the persons in whose favor the awards shail have 
been made, the amount of said unexpended balance of said 
fund, or such part thereof as shall not be consumed by the 
salaries and expenses of the commission provided for by 
this act, according to the proportions which their respect 
ive awards shall bear to the unexpended balance of said 
fund, or such part thereof as shall not be consumed by the 
salaries and expenses of the commission provided for by 
this act, first deducting such sums of money as may be duc 
the United States trom said persons in whose favor said 
awards shall Ve made; and the said Secretary shall there- 
upon cause certificates of stock of the United States to be 


which stock shall bear an interest of six per centum per 
annuum until paid, and redeemable at any time at the pleas- 
ure of the United States, or pay the same in money, atthe 
option of the United States. 

Sec. 7. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said board 
shall terminate its business within one year from the day 
ot its organization. 


Mr. HALE. I move to add, as an additional 
section, to the bill, that it shall not take effect 


| until after the public debt is paid; and I desire to 
explain the object of that amendment. 


We have once made provision for these claim- 
We instituted a commission; the commis- 


we know by the judicial records of this District; 


_ and every dollar that could be established before 
| that commission has been paid out of the Treas- 


ury. There is an unexpended balance left, and, 
Now, sir, | 


ought not to borrow money (for this money has 


got to be borrowed) to pay more, and invite other | 
creditors to come in after such an opportunity as | 


they have had. After the public debt is paid, 
and we have money that we have not to go out 


to borrow, it will be time enough to invite claim- | 


ants to come in and make claims on the Treasury 
for this money. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor in| 


the chair.) The question is on the amendment 


offered by the Senator from New Hampshire, to || , ‘ahs 
y oe . | assumes the fact, and that fact is assumed in th 


insert, as an additional section, the following: 
“ind be it further enacted, That this act shall not take 


effect until the publie debt of the United States shall have | 


been paid. 


Mr. IVERSON. I have only to say, in refer- | 
ence to that amendment, that it seems to me to | 


be a very extraordinary proposition. If there 
are any claimants that are entitled in justice and 
equity to this money, it would be very hard in- 
deed to postpone them until the public debt is 

aid, because this money does not belong to the 
Gnited States. It comes out of the Government 
of Mexico. It is money in the Treasury, paid 
by the Government of Mexico into our Treasury 
for the benefit of these claimants. Will the Gov- 
ernment of the United States withhold from any 
just claimant the amount of his claim until it has 
paid all the other public creditors? That seems 
to me a very hard proceeding. 


Mr. HALE. Will the Senator from Georgia 


| Republic of Mexico. 


And the | 
President of the United States shall be, and he is hereby, | 


| and some other public buildings. 


eration of certain cessious of territory. 
, dollar of that amount has been paid. 





g. TI hope the Sen- | 
| ate will not sanction that, but will vote the amend- | 
| ment down. 
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be good enough to tell me when Mexico paid any 
money into our Treasury? That is a new fac 
tome. I never heard it before. 

Mr. IVERSON. By the treaty between the 
United States and Mexico there was a certaiy 
amount of money which the Government of the 
United States agreed to pay to Mexico. They 
agreed to set apart a portion of it, $3,250,000, 1 


a} 


pay the claims that citizens of the United States 


_ had against the Republic of Mexico. Of cours, 


it was a part of the consideration that the United 
States gave for the treaty, and the territory that 
we purchased from Mexico by that treaty.” [js 
therefore, a part of the fund of Mexico which the 


United States agreed to pay her, but which the 


United States was to retain and pay over ina cer- 
tain way, in order to extinguish the debts which 
the people of the United States had against i); 
It is, therefore, the moncy 
of Mexico, not of the United States. , 

Mr. HALE. It was the money of Mexico if 
they had established their claim in the way that 
the law and the treaty pointed out; but the law 
and the treaty have been fully performed, and 
their obligations carried out in letter and in sprit, 
Everything that we agreed to do, everything that 
the law required us to do, has been done. Every- 
body that had a claim has been invited to come, 
and has come, good and bad, and all have bee 
allowed together—not all, but many of them. | 


| believe the Gardiner claim was one that was al- 
| lowed under this treaty. 
| now existing under the treaty or under the law to 
| pay this money. 


There is no obligation 


The reason that I propose to 
postpone it is on the same policy that governs the 
Administration in refusing to build custom-houses 
The Senator 
from New York [Mr. Kine] will recollect that 


| Congress appropriated money to do certain things, 
issued to the said parties, respectively, or their legal rep- |) 
resentatives, for the amount to which they may be entitled, 


but, owing to the state of the Treasury, the Ad- 
ministration declined to do them, because the 
Treasury was not full enough. That is the ground 
on which I wish to put this; but ] do not desire 
to occupy any of the time of the Senate about it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Georgia, who reported this bill, could not 


| have been familiar with the faets and the stipula- 


tions of the treaty with Mexico, or else he has for- 
gotten them. By that treaty, we agreed to pay 
$15,000,000 to the Republic of Mexico in consid- 

Every 
Another 
provision of that treaty was that, to the extent of 
$3,250,000, the United States should undertake to 
compensate their citizens for all just claims they 
might have on the Government of Mexico, and 


| at the same time release Mexico from all further 
| obligation on accountof these claims. Thismoncy 


is not now a fund standing in the Treasury to tl 
credit of these claimants. It is a distinct, abso- 
lute, new appropriation of this amount. Article 
eleven of the treaty with Mexico, declared that, 
* In consideration of the extension acquired by the bound- 
aries of the United States, as defined in the fifth article o! 
the present treaty, the Government of the United States 


engages to pay to that of the Mexican Republic the sum 0! 
$15,000,000. ”" 


The article then goes on to define the mode in 
which it should be paid: $3,000,000 at a certain 
time, and subsequently in stock. All that money 
has been paid. Now we come to the article of 
the treaty under which the Senator from Georgia 


bill—the bill is based on a false hypothesis, and 
declares a fund to exist that has no existence. 
The money is now in the Treasury of the United 
States; it belongs to the United States. Mexico 
has no claim upon it whatever. The fifteentl 
article of the treaty is in these words: 


“The United States, exonerating Mexico from al! de 
mands on account of the claims of their citizens mentioned 
in the preceding article, and considering them entirely and 
forever canceled, whatever their amount may be, under 
take to make satisfaction for the same, to an amount not 
exceeding $3,250,000. To ascertain the validity and amour 
of these claims, a board of commissioners shall be estab 
lished by the Government of the United States, whose 
awards shall be final and conclusive: Provided, That inde 
ciding upon the validity of each claim, the board shail > 
guided and governed by the principles and rules of decision 
prescribed by the first and filth articles of the unratifi q 
convention, concluded at the City of Mexico on the ©!) 
day of November, 1843; and in no case shall an aware ° 
made in favor of any claim not embraced by these princs)" 
and rules.” 


Now, if I recollect aright the provisions erat 
bill—I did not hear it very distinctly as read by 
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Clerk—but my impression is that the bill not 
only contemplates consutuung this buard for the 
: of receiving claims that never were pre- 
the old board, whose proceedings were 
to be final and conclusive, but undertakes to re- 
open claims that had been rejected, and to permit 


tiie 


purpose 


sent d tc 


ol imants to make further proofs and to present 


further arguments. The decision of that tribunal 
was final and conclusive by the terms of the treaty 
itself. 1 will be obliged to the Clerk if he will 
read that section of the bill, or if he will send it 
to me, I prefer to read it myself. This is the 
clause to Which I refer. Claims 

«« Which were either not presented to the board of com- 
missioners appointed under the act of the 3d of March, 
}349, or were not adjudicated on their merits by the same, 
and to decide thereon, according to the provisions of the 
said treaty.”? 

Now, there is one claim—a claim for two hun- 
dredand thirty ortwo hundred and forty thousand 
dollars—which will come within the scope of this 
provision of the bill. <A citizen of the United 
States, or one who had been a citizen of the Uni- 
ted States, but who had resided a long while in 
Mexico, held office under that Government, and 
had virtually forfeited all claim to be considered 
a citizen of the United States, was expelled from 
Mexico by the Government that succeeded Santa 
Anna, on the ground of his having been in the 
enemy’s camp. He had been in Santa Anna’s 
camp, and had participated in the wars of the 
country He was considered a dangerous subject 
by the then authorities of Mexico, and was exiled. 
He presented a claim for over two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. The board examined the claim; but 
they did not consider, under the facts of the case, 
whatever may have been the damages he had 
suffered from the act of Mexico, that he was enti- 
tled to any indemnity under the treaty. They 
considered that the Government of Mexico had 
acted not beyond the scope of any powerin driving 
from its territories a person who was warring 


against its institutions, and that person, besides, || 


having forfeited all claim to the protection of the 


United States by having taken up arms against | 


it. This is one of the class of claimants who will 
come before the commission. 

Mr. COLLAMER I ask the gentleman if 
that same claim has not been before Congress ? 

Mr. SLIDELL. [It has been; and it has been 
before the Court of Claims. It has been bandied 
about from Congress to the Court of Claims, and 
itis now sought to be provided for by this bill. 
It is an attempt to open the adjudication which 
has been made, and which the treaty has declared 
to be final and conclusive, on the ground that the 


case has not been decided upon its merits, but || 


was decided on the question of law. 

Now, Senators must not be deluded by the idea 
that this is a question whether our own citizens 
shall receive two hundred and thirty or two hun- 


dred and forty thousand dollars, or whetherit shall | 


be returned to Mexico; but whether this money, 
which is now in the Treasury, upon which there 
is no claim, morally or legally, shall be distrib- 
uted as this proposed commission may think 
proper. 

Mr. HALE and others rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
about to remind the Senate that the hour of one 
o’clock having arrived, the unfinished business of 
yesterday upon which the Senate adjourned comes 
up, and that is now the business before the Sen- 


ate—the resolution of the Senator from Kentucky, | 


(Mr. Powe t.] 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. HALE. 


I simply rose to say that at this | 


tme | wanted to make a motion which I hope 


will receive the assent of gentlemen from every 
section of the country. I think it advisable to 


make a motion to which all will agree rather than | 


disagree; and that is, that when the Senate ad- || 


journs to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. HUNTER. | hope we shall not agree to 
that yet. If we can pass the Treasury note bill, 
I shall be willing; but if not, it will be necessary 
to sit to-morrow in order to finish it. 


Mr. HALE. Well, § withdraw the motion for | 


the present. 
TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


ty Mr. Foryey, its Clerk, announced that the 


| 


Senate to the bill (H. R. No. 863) to authorize 
the issue of Treasury notes, and for other pur- 
poses, and had agreed to the second amendment 
of the Senate to the bill, with an amendment; in 
which the concurrence of the 
quested. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope that, by general con- 
sent, this bill will be now considered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
tion be interposed, the Chair will consider it the 
sense of the Senate to consider the bill at the pres- 
ent time. ‘The Chair hears no objection, and the 
bill is before the Senate for consideration. 


Senate was re- 


If no objec- | 


The Secretary read the message from the House, 


as follows: 
In Tue Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 13. 
Resolved, That this House concur in the first amend 


ment of the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 863) to | 


authorize the issue of ‘Treasury notes, and for other pur 
poses. 
Resolved, That this House concur in the second amend 


ment of the Senate to the said bill, with the following | 


amendment: Strike out the following words, in line first, 
of said amendment, *‘ so many of ;”’ and in lines two, three, 
and four, of said amendment, “as may amount to a sum 
not exceeding $3,000,000.” 


As amended by the House of Representatives, 


the fourth section will read as follows: 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 


the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the approbation of 
the President, to cause such portion of said Treasury notes 
as may be deemed expedient, to be issued by the Treas- 
urer in payment of warrants in favor of public creditors, 
or other persons lawfully entitled to payment, who may 


choose to reeeive such notes in payment at par; and the | 


Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, with the 
approbation of the President, to issue the notes hereby 
authorized to be issued, at such rate of interest as may be 
offered by the lowest responsible bidder or bidders, who 
may agree to take the said notes at par, after public adver 


tisement of not less than ten days in such papers as the 


President may direct; the said advertisement to propose to 
issue such notes at par to those who may offer to take the 
same at the lowest rate of interest; but in deciding upon 


those bids, no fraction shall be considered which may be | 


less than one fourth per centum per annum. 


Mr. HUNTER. The effect of that amendment 
will be to extend the provision in regard to the 
$3,000,000 to the whole sum, and I hope the Sen- 
ate will concur init. I find that it is necessary 


it should be extended, in order that we may be | 


able to meet all our obligations in specie: I move 
that the Senate concur in the amendment of the 
House of Representatives. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. HALE. 


I now renew my motion, that 


when the Senate adjourn to-day, it be to meet on | 


| Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
WEST POINT COMMISSION. 


Mr. DAVIS. I ask permission, before pro- 
| ceeding to the consideration of the ordér of the 


instituted by Congress at its last session to in- 


‘he commission have performed their labor, and 


the Senate. If it be the pleasure of the Senate to 


pose it may be considered by the Senate without 
reference to any of its standing committees. If 


report and accompanying papers be printed for 


early consideration. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


STATE OF THE UNION, 


following resolution, as modified by Mr. Powe tt, 
on the 10th instant: 


Resoived, That so much of the President’s message as 
relates to the present agitated and distracted condition of 
the country, and the grievances between the slaveholding 
| and non-slaveholding States, be referred to a special com 
| mittee of thirteen members; and that said committee be 
| instructed to inquire into the present condition of the coun- 
try, and report by bill or otherwise. 


day, to make a report from the joint commission | 


uire into the affairs of the Military Academy. | 


submit their report, with an accompanying rec- | 
ord, which I ask may be printed for the use of || 


the use of the Senate; and I shall call it up for | 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the | 


Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, as a further | 


reason for supposing that, by the Constitution of 


|| the United States itself, the fact is established that |} Carolina all those powers which she, conjointly 


| . . . . 
| the inhabitants who reside upon that territory |! 
ouse had agreed to the first amendment of the || between the two oceans, and between the lakes | 


' States. 


no one desires its referemee, I will move that the |! 


before this day week. 


| the assertion that South 
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and the Gulf, do not compose one single political 
community, but are divided into thirty-three 
separate, distinct political communities, called 
States, | shall allude now to the second section 
of the third article of the Constitution, which 
provides that the judicial power shall extend to 
all controversies— 


* Between a State and citizens of another State ; between 
citizens of different States.” 

Here is a distinct declaration that there are 
States, and every lawyer knows that a bill is 
subject to demurrer in any or the Federal courts 
which does not state distinetly that the parties 
litigant are citizens of different States. The first 
section of the fourth article declares that— 

‘Full faith and credit shail be given in each State to the 
public acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every 
other State.”’ 

The second section declares that— 

* The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all priv 
ileges and immunities of citizens in the several States.”’ 

Now, is there any State constitution in which 
there is a declaration that the citizens of each 
county shall be entitled to the privileges and im- 
munities of citizens of the different counties? 
Could such phrascology be used in this Consti 
tution unless there were different States, different 
political communities, different governments, dif 
ferent nations—composing what?) The Consti- 
tution in its preamble declares what—ihe United 
That is the form of government under 
which we are living; that is the form of govern- 
ment that was established by the thirteen original 
States; that is the form of government between 
the thirty-three present States. There is one 
other clause—it is the second clause of the second 
section of the fourth article: ; 


** A person charged in any State with treason, felony, or 


|} other crime, who shall flee from justice, and be found in 


another State, shall, on demand of the executive authority 
of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be re 
moved to the State having jurisdiction of the crime.” 
Now, here is, in this Federal compact, a decla- 
ration that treason may be committed against a 
State. IT ask every lawyer who hasa seat in this 
Chamber whether treason is a crime that can be 
committed except against sovereignty? If then, 
these States are sovereign, if they are political 
communities, if treason may be committed against 
them, there is an end of the argument. But Imay 
be answered that treason may also be committed 
against the United States. I am fully aware of 
that. ‘Treason consists mn levying war against 
the United States; and one who levies war against 
the United States, being a citizen of one of those 
United States, necessarily levies war against his 
own State, and is therefore guilty of treason. But 
while that hypothesis is perfectly consistent with 
the premise which [ have laid down, that the 
States are sovereign, the other is directly in con- 


| flict with it. If the inhabitants of the United States 


be one political community; if they compose a 


| nation; if there are no States, but all the inhabit- 
| ants together compose one State or nation, then 
It is utterly impossible that treason can be com- 


enate ¢ mitted against a county. 
have it referred to a committee, I shall also make || 


that motion; though the commission itself being | 
. - . . | 
somewhat in the nature of a committee, I sup- | 


| how to argue questions so plain. 


mitted against any one of these geographical divis- 
ions; xs impossible as that treason can be com- 
I really do not know 
To my mind, 
they are so conclusive that I need but to state 
them and feel that argument could not add to their 


force. 


I had intended to go somewhat at length into 
this question; but I shall not weary the Senate 
further. It is important now that we should 
begin to understand our position and what we are 
todo. It is known to every Senator upon this 
floor that one of the States of this Union will, 
before this day next week, cease to be one of the 
United States. She will pass a solemn ordinance 
1 see the Senator from 
New York | Mr. Kixe] smiles. Probably on the 
other side of your face you will laugh before this 
thing is terminated. {Laughter.} Laugh on, 
laugh on. Before this day next week, | hazard 
‘arolina, in convention 
assembled, will have revoked the ratification of 
the treaty which makes her one of these United 
States. Having revoked that ratification, she will 
adopt an amendment to her constitution by which 
she will have vested in the government of South 


with the other States, had previously exercised 
through this foreign department, and in the goy- 
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ernment of South Carolina will be vested the right 
to declare war, to conclude peace, to make treaties, 
to enter into alliances, and to do all other matters 
and things which sovereign States may of right 
do. When that is done, a minister plenipoten- 
tiary and envoy extraordinary will be sent to 
present his credentials; and when they are denied, 
or refused to be recognized by this Government, 
I say to you that the sovereignty of her soil will 
be asserted, and it will be maintained at the point 
of the bayonet. Laugh! Nero fiddled while t pean 
was burning; and you who have it in your power 
even yet to save your suffering poor in the dead 
of winter, when they need both food and fuel, 
from starvation and destruction, are here treating 
with contempt those who wish to discuss these 
questions soberly and seriously. That the peo- 
ple of South Carolina will assert their independ- 
ence, is a fact that is known to every man within 
the sound of my voice. And why should they not, 


if they see fit? Tread yesterday the oath of alle- | 
giance thatis required ofevery citizen in that State. 
When South Carolina became one of the States | 


of this Union, that oath of allegiance and fealty 
to the State of South Carolina was upon her 
statute-book and in her constitution. These other 
States confederated with her, knowive that her 
citizens were bound to swear allegiance to their 
own State, and obedience oniy to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and of their own State. 
There was more than this oath of allegiance which 
they swore: 


*“T do acknowledge the State of South Carolina is, and 


of right ought to be, a free, independent, and sovereign 
State.”’ ° . ° . **And Lt do turther swear 
that © will bear faith and true allegiance to the said State, 


and, to the utinost of my power, will support, maintain, | 


and defend’’— 


What? 

‘the freedom and independence thereof.”’ 

With that oath upon the record, she was admit- 
ted into this Union; and it will not do now for her 
sister States, or for this agency of the States, that 
has no power except by the permission of the 


it? You talk about enforcing the laws! There is | 








no man who would go further for enforcing the | 
laws within the limits of the United States than I 
would; and as long as South Cafolina remains in 


| the Union, the laws should be enforced there; and 


I hazard the assertion that there will be no neces- 
sity for enforcing them; they will be obeyed. I 
judge that when her minister visits this court and 
presents his credentials, that State will wait until | 
that question has been acted upon; and not until 
her right to secede is denied, and authoritatively 
denied, will she insist that the Federal troops 
shall be removed from those forts which she has 
ceeded to the Union. 
I regretted extremely to see that the President 
of the United States was laboring under a misap- | 
prehension as to the title by which these forts are | 
held and the consideration for which they were 
ceded to the United States. I will not weary the 
Senate by reading further from the records which 


| establish these great historical facts, but I state | 


States, that exercises no power except by the per- | 
mission of the States, and that can be stripped of | 


every power by those States, to deny that the | 


veople of that State are bound to obey their oaths. 
Those who swear to obey the Constitution of the 
United States and violate it, laugh at oaths; but, 
thank God, the people amongst whom I have 
lived, and whom I| represent upon this floor, have 
never dealt so lightly with their oaths. I say 
that a more monstrous outrage will not have been 
committed in any country, than will be commit- 
ted if this Government attempts coercion in any 
manner. It is impracticable ; it is unconstitu- 
tional; it is revolutionary; and the moment that 
this Government, through its executive, legis‘a- 
tive, and judicial departments, or through any of 
them, shall deny that these States are sovereign, 
and shall attempt to reduce one of the parties to 
the compact to the condition of a conquered prov- 
ince, such offense will be given to every other 
State as to cause them to rally to their respective 
standards, and rescue the Constitution from the 
grasp of those who would tear it up and trample 
it under foot. 


For years past that unfortunate but gallant peo- | 


le have been misrepresented. Their palmetto 
ee withered under ik. blighting influence of the 
breath of slander, and its broad leaves have been 
like the leaves of the funereal cypress; but, thank 
God, it is again spreading its branches to the sun, 
and, green and luxuriant, it now presents itself to 
the gaze of the people of the thirty-three States as 
in the brightest days of its glory. Sneers and 


| when thisGovernment had not the moncy to make 


that, from the declaration of independence, anda 
year before it, until the year 1805, South Caro- 
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when red battle stamped his foot? I read from 
Claiborne’s Life of John A. Quitman: 


** Colonel Butler, of the South Carolinians, had left his 
sick bed against the remonstrances of his friends to Jead 
the Palmettoes to the combat. Early in the engagement |yjs 
horse was shot under him. Soon after he received a pain 
ful wound in the knee, and yielded the command to Lieu 
tenant Colonel Dickinson. ‘Taking the palmetto flag fron 
the hands of Sergeant Beggs, Dickinson placed himself jy 
front, and Beggs was immediately shot down. Colones 
Butler now came up to resume the command, and was 


_ killed by the side of Dickinson, while standing under the 


lina was the possessor of all that soil upon which || 


those forts are erected. In 1805 she ceded, vol- 
untarily, to the United States, without money and | 
without price, those forts, upon two conditions 
only: that they should be kept in repair, and be 
garrisoned by the Federal Government. She, pre- | 
viously to that time, ceded all that territory, with- 
outmoney and without price, upon which the great | 
and gallant States of Mississippi and Alabama 
have been erected. Then, having ceded for Fed- 
eral purposes the land upon which these forts are 
erected, she appointed commissioners, and out of 
her own treasury paid for having the land sur- 
veyed, and, as appears fronra letter from the en- 
gineer who was sent there to examine the forts, 


| 


the repairs, the citizens of Charleston voluntarily | 


raised the necessary money in order to have the 
repairs made. It is unfortunate that the Presi- 
dent did not inform himsclf as to the facts before 
insinuating that she sold for money this property, 


and therefore was not entitled to claim it. 1 
It was her voluntary gift to the United States || 


for Federal purposes. “When she ceases to be 
one of the United States, the purposes for which 
she made the cession ceases; and those forts, and | 


| the land upon which they have been erected, | 


should be ceded back to the State. While these 
matters are negotiating, I have no doubt that the 
State will stay her hand. It can be no offense to 
her honor or to her diguity that the troops shall 
not be removed the instant she has seceded, They 
must remain there for a moment; they must for 
a minute; they must for an hour; they must ex 
necessitate rei for a week, possibly for a month. 
Therefore, until this Government has authorita- 
tively denied her right, and until those troops are 
there kept for the purpose of subjugation, no of- | 


| fense will be offered to her honor, and no violence | 


be done by her. Butif there isan attempt, which 


| I trust in God there may not be, to strengthen | 


| man-of-war should be sent into that harbor, I say 


scoffs will notserve your purpose. Your cighteen || 


million will find a gallant few who will welcome 
them, as was well said the other day by the Sen- 
ator from Georgia, (Mr. Iverson,] “ with bloody 
hands to hospitable graves.”’ 


slavery. No, sir; South Carolina may be made 
a graveyard of freemen, but, before God, it will 
never be the habitation of slaves. 
tions of applause in the galleries. } 

When you know that the citizens of that State 


have sworn allegiance to it, and are bound, on | 


their oaths, to obey the behests of their sovereign; 
when you know that that State is going out of the 
Union, is there any sense, is there any justice, is 
there any humanity, in attempting to keep her in 


You may conquer | 
them; you may trail that palmetto banner in the | 
dust; but you will never reduce that people to | 


[Manifesta- | 


those garrisons, or in a moment of imprudence a 


flag. Dickinson himself soon fell mortally wounded, (ix 

died some weeks afterward,) and Major Giadden received 
itfrom his hands and committed it to Lieutenant Baker, 
who being unable from debility and exhaustion to carry it, 
Major Gladden placed it in the hands of Patrick Leonard, 
and led his regiment to the charge. His men fell rapidly, 
but not one wavered, from first to last, under the concey 

trated fire of the enemy. In the whole history of war there 
has never been a more striking example of indifference to 
death, the result of stern resolve. Each man fought for 
the honor of Carolina. Several companies were almost 
annihilated. Some had not nen enough to bury their dead, 
or bear their wounded to the ambulances. The uniforms 
of some of the officers were literally torn from their per 

sons ; the color-bearers were shot down, but the flag, bathed 
in their blood, was always seized as they tell and borne to 
the front. Proudly it floated through the tempest of death 
until the victory had been won, and then, all torn and blood 

stained, it drooped over its own glorious dead. The regi- 
ment entered the battle with two hundred and seventy 

three rank and file, and when it was over it nuustered one 
hundred and sixty! It had none missing; its dead and 
wounded made up the deficiency.”’ 


These are the men who are denounced; these 
are the men who are ridiculed; this is the State 


| that I saw, in a Black Republican paper within 


the last week, compared to one of the counties of 


New York, and held inferior to Brooklyn, because 
they had not the numerical strength of that city! 
There is a point beyond which endurance, like 


| patience, ceases to be a virtue. We are reaching 


that point rapidly. When South Carolina, pre- 


viously to the Revolution, espoused the quarrel of 


other States—though she suffered comparatively 
nothing, for she was the favored colony, as I said 
yesterday—no one then complained that she was 
going too far; no one then complained that she 
was precipitating a revolution. 

Now the complaint is made. Why, if she has 
not suffered materially as other States have sut- 
fered, shall she be debarred the poor privilege of 
vindicating her honor? Suppose that she has net 
been robbed and plundered as the border States 
have been robbed and plundered: has she not been 
insulted? Have the black Republican States kept 
their faith or observed their oaths? Hasnot Legis- 
lature after Legislature, in open violation of the 
Constitution, passed laws to prevent the recap- 


| ture of fugitive slaves, though it is a part of the 


to you that those forts will be taken, cdst it the || 


life of every man in that State. 

Now it has got to be a fashion to speak of ** the 
chivalry ;’’and when South Carolina is mentioned, 
it has become fashionable to speak in such terms 
as to indicate that those men are not apt to act up 
to their words. When have her citizens shown | 
themselves deficient in manhood? By the con- 
stitutional compact she agreed that this Govern- 


' told. 


ment should have the nglt to declare war; and || 


against England, and in other sections of this | 
country questions were made as to whether the | 
militia could be marched beyond the limits of 
their respective States, South Carolina, of her 
own accord, raised and enews and put into the 
field, to cross bayonets with 

brigade, commanded by one who a few years 
azo was a Senator from that State. I mean Daniel 
Elliott Huger. When the war broke out with 
Mexico, and that State was called upon for a 
regiment, she responded on the instant, and made | 
an appropriation not only for putting her regi- 


when war was declared by the United States | 
} 


ment in the field, but for uniforming them, and 


they went to Mexico under their own palmetto; 


they wore their State uniforms, and they were | 
And, sir, how did 
Did they falter | 


known as the Palmettoes. 
they discharge their duties then? 


ritish regulars, one 


| 


|, Constitution? Ifa treaty of peace and amity was 


entered into between Great Britain and the United 
States to-morrow, and in that treaty of peace it 
were provided that fugitives from justice should 
be delivered up on the respective demands of the 
different Governments, what would be said if, 
before the ink were dry, the British Parliament 
should pass a law prohibiting the use of the jails 
of Great Britain, pass a Jaw prohibiting the sub- 
jects of Great Britain, and her officers, either legis- 
lative, executive, or judicial, from carrying that 
treaty into execution ? 

I am told that the proposition is preposterous; 
that such perfidy would not be tolerated; and 
that not only the United States would declare 
war, but that continental Europe would combine 
to blot from the map of nations a people so per- 
fidious. Why, Senators, the story is but half 
What would you say if, after this treaty 
was entered into between these high contracting 
parties, the British Parliament, with the consent 
of the Queen, were to pass a law to provide that 
every British judge, that every member of Par- 
liament, that every executive officer, from con- 
stable up to the Queen, should swear solemnly 
upon the revelation of God that they would carry 
this treaty into effect, and that when the ink was 
hardly dry upon the parchment which had ren- 
dered this oath necessary, and when all these va- 
rious officers, legislative, executive, and judicial, 
had sworn that they would carry that treaty Ito 
effect,the British Parliament were to pass an act 
prohibiting every officer and every citizen from 
executing that particular clause of the treaty: 
Here is perjury added to perfidy; and I say to you 
that, by the Constitution of the United States, no 
man can sit in any Legislature unless he swears 
to obey that Constitution; and that every Black 
Republican legislator who has voted for one 0! 
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those laws passed for the purpose of defeating the 
execution of that treaty has sworn before God that 
i» will obey this Constitution; and that in open 
,jolation of his oath he has passed a law punishing 
with fine and imprisonment any man who shall 
observe his oath, Is this not true? You dare not 
deny it. And when States confederated with your 
States complain of this perfidy and perjury, they 
are told that if they do not silenty and patient] 

«with bated breath and whispering humbleness”’ 


submit, your eighteen million free white men will | 

come down there and reduce them to the condi- || 

tion of conquered provinces; that their own om 1} 
] 


and their own navy and their own treasury sha 
be used for their subjugation. 

When some of these States that are not robbed 
choose not to submit longer to be confederated 
with States that are faithless, they are answered 
by saying, ** Why do not you wait till the States 
that are robbed shall resist??? Why, sir, if Land 
a friend happen to be passing along Pennsylvania 
avenue, and both are slapped in the face, and in 


addition to the indignity, the purse of my friend | 


is also taken from him, does his submission de- 
volve upon me any duty also to submit? Because 


robbery has not been added to insultand perjury | 


and perfidy, South Carolina and Georgia and 


Florida and Alabama and Mississippi and Texas | 


and Arkansas are not to complain! 


This sort of logic we do not understand in that | 


section of the country. Our misapprehension, 
doubtless, is the result of the ‘* barbarism of sla- 
very.’ In thatcountry there are men who, even 
in this utilitarian age, are not dead to all senti- 


ment; who defend with the hazard of their lives || 


and with their blood their personal honor; and 
will be as ready to defend the honorof their States 
as they are their individual respectability. It is 


the declaration of divine justice that he who sheds || 
man’s blood shall have his blood shed by man; | 


and | say that he who taints the blood more kills 
than he who sheds it. That proud State that | 


am speaking of—and I speak of her because she | 
has no representative upon this floor, and because | 


she is about to act, and because there has been 


an effort to isolate her from her sisters—has not | 


heretofore, and will not hereafter, show any in- 


sensibility to that which touches her honor. Her | 


citizens are few; they may be conquered; there 


may be none left to tell the story of their disaster. | 


It does not follow, Senators, that because a peo- 


ple are weak, they are going to submit to tyr- | 


anny. 

History tells us of the king of Lacedemon and 
his three hundred who died at Thermopyle. 
There was an oath in Sparta as there is an oath 
inSouth Carolina. The people of South Carolina 
have sworn to maintain the independence and the 
freedom of their State. Itis the law of that State. 
When Leonidas and his gallant three hundred 
fell, history tells us—I know not whether the in- 
scription is still to be seen—that upon the stone 
which covered that gallant dead were inscribed 
these words, ‘** Stranger, tell the Lacedeamonians 
that we lie here in obedience to their laws.”’ In 
my own State there is an inscription not less 
touching. Upon the blood-stained stones of the 
Alamo there is now to be seen written these words: 


* Thermopyle had her messengers of death; the 


Alamo had none.’’? Those who have no senti- 
ment; those who laugh at it; those who regard a 
sense of honor as one of the relics of barbarism 
and the incideut of the institution of slavery, I 
know do not understand, or ¢éomprehend, or ap- 
preciate the feelings which influence the people of 
the slavehulding States. 

Thank God, there are also in the other section 
a gallant few—that old, glorious Constitution- 
loving Democratic party, from some of whom 
we have, upon issues which we regarded mate- 
rial, differed of late. I trust in God, sir, that 
the hatchet will be buried between us in this 
great struggle that is coming on for constitutional 
liberty under the question as to whether one 
of the sovereign States of this Union shall be 
coerced or not. I remember how gallantly our 
flag, with the Constitution emblazoned upon it, 


was borne by VaLuanpicHam and Ricuarp- | 
son and Logan and Cox and McCiernanp and | 


others of that old guard; and though last, not 
least, my friend from Ohio, [Mr. Pueu,] a patriot 
and a soldier. When his country calle 
him he answered promptly to the call, and in the 
bloody fields of Mexico showed that he had not 





upon | 
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lost either patriotism or the sense of personal or 


national honor. They, I trust, will bring to the 
altar of the Constitution their feelings of aliena- 


' tion, and, sacrificing them, stand by the Consti- 


tution. If we cannot save this Union as it was 
originally formed by these States, let it be dis- 
solved rather than see a military despotism erected 
upon its ruins. There is now an effort making 
to erect such a despotism. The edifice is not yet 
competent. South Carolina, thank God! has laid 
er 


She will destroy that edifice, though she perish 
amid the ruins. 

Mr.WADE. Mr. President, if there is no dis- 
position to adjourn, or to take up any other busi- 
ness at this time, I propose to make some remarks 
upon this subject, because I believe 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 





adjourn. [‘*Oh, no!’’] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Ohio yield the floor? . 

Mr. WADE. Yes, sir; I yield the floor. It 
is of no consequence to me whether the Senate 
adjourn or not. 

Mr. POWELL. 
adjourn. I very much desire to have a vote to- 
day upon the resolution under consideration. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. That will not be pessible. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to adjourn, which is not a de- 
batable question. 

Mr. POWELL. [ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The call for 


the yeas and nays is not seconded, a sufficient 


| number of Senators not having arisen. The ques- | 
| tion is on the motion to adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 13, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
TREASURER’S ACCOUNTS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


| munication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
| mitting copies of the Treasurer’s accounts with || 
|| the United States for the third and fourth quar- 


ters of the year 1859 and first and second quar- 
ters of the year 1860, as adjusted by the account- 
ing officers of the Treasury; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 
PERPETUITY OF THE UNION, 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker 

Mr. VANDEVER. I was entitled to the floor 
when the House adjourned yesterday. I have no 
objection, however, to yield to the gentlema from 
Illinois. 

Mr. MORRIS, of [linois. I have the floor 
now. I should be very happy to yield to the 
gentleman from Iowa at any other time; but not 
just now. ; 

Mr. VANDEVER. I understood that I had 
the floor at the conclusion of the session of yes- 
terday. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman from 
Iilinois state the purpose for which he rises? 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I rise for the pur- 





pose of asking the unanimous consent of the 
I stated yes- | 
|| terday, Mr. Speaker, that if there was no objec- 
tion 


House to introduce a resolution. 





The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
asks leave to introducea resolution. Is there any 
objection ? 

Mr. CURRY. Let it be read for information. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved by the House of Representatives, That we prop- 
erly estimate the :immense value of our national Union to 
our collective and individual happiness; that we cherish 
a cordia!, habitual, and immovable attachment to it; that 
we will speak of it as of the palladium of our political 
safety and prosperity ; that we will watch its preservation 
with jealous anxiety; that we will discountenance what- 
ever may suggest even a suspicion that it can, in any event, 
be abandoned, and indignantly frown upon tie first dawn- 
ing of every attempt to alienate any portion of our country 
from the rest, or enfeeble the sacred ties which now link 


together the various parts; that we regard it as a main | 


pillar in the edifice of our real independence, the support 


of tranquillity at home, our peace abroad, our safety, our | 


and upon one of the pillars, and she will |) 
shake it until it totters first, and then topples. | 


| 

introduction of the resolution ? 
| 

| 

} 


If the Senator from Ohio | 
will give way, I will move that the Senate do now | 


I hope the Senate will not | 
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presperity, and that very liberty which we so highly prize ; 
that we have seen nothing in the past, nor do we see any 

thing in the present, either in the election of Abraham 
Lincoln to the Presidency of the United States, or from 
any other existing cause, to justify its dissolution ; that we 
regard its perpetuity as of more value than the temporary 
triumph of any party or any man; that whatever evils or 
abuses exist under it ought to be corrected within the 
Union, in a peaceful and constitutional way; that we be 

lieve it has sufficient power to redress every wrong and 
emerce every right growing out of its organization or per 
taining to its proper functions; and that it is a patriotic 
duty to stand by it as our hope in peace and our defense in 
war. 


The SPEAKER. 


Is there any objection to the 


Mr. CURRY. I object, unless it is proposed 
to refer it to the committee of thirty-three. If the 


| object of the gentleman from Illinois is to have it 
| considered now, I — 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I would say to the 
gentleman from Alabama, that I have not the 
slightest idea in the world of ever letting this res- 
olution be buried in the coffin of the committee of 
thirty-three. 

Mr. CURRY. 
tion. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I want to geta vote 
on my resolution; and I shall ask a vote on it 
| every day till I get it; and I think that, with the 
help of God, I shall succeed yet. 


Then I object to its introduc- 


1] LAND GRANT TO KANSAS. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in or- 
der to be the bill (H. R. No. 700) reported from the 
Committee on Public Lands, granting alternate 
sections of public lands to aid inthe construction 
of certain railroads in the Territory or future State 
of Kansas. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. VANDEVER. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois has not the floor to make such a motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa 
[Mr. Vanpever] isentitled to the floor. 

Mr. VANDEVER. 1 have very little to say 
| in regard to the measure now proposed to the 
| House, other than that it is a bill proposing to 

grant alternate sections of public lands for seven 
| miles in width, to aid in the construction of a cer- 
tain line of road from the mouth of the Kansas 


|| river, through the Territory of Kansas, to the 


| western limits of that Territory. This bill is dif- 
ferent from railroad grants that have been here- 
tofore made, in this: it allows no float outside of 
the line of the road. It makes a grant of alter- 


| nate sections for seven miles in width, without 


any right to float outside of the limits of seven 
miles. Another peculiarity of this measure con- 
sists in the fact that the grant is made tc the Ter- 
ritory or future State, but gives the territorial gov- 
ernment authority only to locate the line of the 
road. The disposition of the lands is reserved 
for the action of the State government when the 
State shall be formed. Under the territorial form 
of government the road can only be located and 
the lands selected and reserved. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I feel no particular interest 
| in this measure above any other similar measures 
that may be proposed for the action of the House. 
This bill simply proposes to carry out what seems 


|| to have been the general policy of the Government 


in aiding the construction of works of this kind in 
the new States by liberal donations or appropria- 
tions ofland. This billis simply carrying out that 
general policy. I have nothing to say in regard 
to that policy atthis time. Ithas been fully dis- 
cussed, and is, no doubt, thoroughly understood 
by all members on this floor. It is desirable, I 
think, that land grants should be made to carry 
forward that great system of roads already com- 
plete and in operation to the banks of the Missis- 
| sippi, and which are now in process of construc- 

tion across the State of lowa and across the State 
| of Missouri to the banks of the Missouri river. 
The ultimate object of all these roads is to reach 
| the Pacific ocean; and I beg leave to suggest, as 
one reason why this bill should receive the favor- 
able cunsideration of this House, that the neces- 
sity of a Pacific railroad is now felt by all men. 
I conceive that this proposition affords a basis for 
the construction of that road, and it will avoid one 
of the objections that have been urged against the 
different plans heretofore presented to the consid- 
eration of the House. The bill does not propose 
| to snnopemie any money from the Federa! Treas- 

ury. The road contemplated is to start from the 
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Missouri river, pointing out to the wilderness in 
the direction of Pik« ’s Pe ak, the design being to 
continue it on ultimately toward the Pacific coast. 


it secures the locetion of the line, and the selec- 
tion and reservation of the lands along the line to 
the present rn limits of the Territory of 
Kansas. ‘his road will accomplish a very con- 


siderable portion of that important work, the Pa- 
cific railroad. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will the gentleman 
from lowa allow me to say a word? I have an 
amendment which I wish to offer to the seventh 
section of the bill; and before the gentleman closes 
his remarks I would be glad to offer it, so that the 
gentleman may, if he desire, comment upon it. 

Mr. VANDEVER. 1 am very willing to yield 
to the gentleman from Missouri that he may offer 
his amendment. , 

Mr. JONES. 
bill is in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is. It is a report from 
the Committee on Public Lands, and is now reg- 
ularly before the Hlouse. It was reported yester- 
day, and is open for discussion and amendment. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I have the consent 
of the gentleman from lowa to offer my amend- 
ment now, so that he can comment upon it. 

The SPEAKER. There is an amendment 
already pending, offered by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Davis.] 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Well; mine can 
be an amendment to his amendment. 

Mr. Craie’s amendment was read, as follows: 

And he it further enacted, That there be and is hereby 
granted to the Territories and States of Kansas and Ne 
braska alternate sections of the public lands, to the same 
extent, and in the same manner, and on like limitations 
and restrictions in every respect, as are by the provisions of 
the act granted to the said Territory and State of Kansas 
to aid in constructing a railroad from Elwood, in Kansas, 
via Maryville, to Denver City. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I will explain th 
amendment when the gentleman from lowa will 
allow me. 

Mr. VANDEVER. I desire to say, in reference 
to the amendment offered by the gentleman from 
Missouri, that | have no personal objection to it. 
It isa mere question as to the starting point of 
one of these roads. There is a local controversy 
between the different points along the we stern 
bank of the Missouri river as to what localities 
shell be made the initial points. Itis a matter of 
secondary importance altogether. [t is, perhaps, 
a matter of entire indifference to a large majority 
of the members of this House as to where shall 
be the precise starting point on the Missouri river. 
The great object of the grant will have been at- 
tained by the construction of a road from any 
points on the Missouri river or western boundary 
of the State of Missouri. The main object in the 
location of one of these roads is, that it shall be 
an eXtension as a main trunk of the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph road. I take it that it isa matter 
of small importance for us to determine the pre- 
cise point of starting. The Committee on Public 
Eau thought it would be better to leave that to 
be determined by the Kansas Legislature. 

So in reference to the other road which is to 
start at or near the mouth of the Kansas river; 
it will be left to the Legislature of Kansas to 
determine the precise point of starting. 

And so in reference to the other road, which is 
designed as a continuation of the Pacific railroad 
now in process of construction through the State 
of Missouri, the initial point is to be some point 
at or near the terminus of that road on the west- 
ern border of the State. The Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands have not deemed it within their prov- 
ince to designate the precise point of starting. 
The on te point can only be determined by 
actual survey, and we leave the Kansas Legislature 
to determine that matter after such survey shall 
have been made. The committee believed thatany 
attempt to settle conflicting interests of different 
localities along the line of the river might en- 


I desire to inquire whether this 


danger the passage of the bill through the House. 


They have therefore deemed it best that the 
uestion should be referred to the authorities of 
ansas. I do not know what effect the amend- 

ment of the gentleman from Missouri may have, 

if adopted. Ihave no personal objection to it; 
but I have deemed it my duty to state the reasons 
which have actuated the Committee on Public 


Lands in coming to the cenclusion which is em- 
bodied in this bill. 


Now, another thine. When Kansas may be 
admitted into the Union asa State, her bound- 
aries will be fixed considerably inside the limits 
of the present Territory of Kansas. The object 
of this bill is to grant lands to aid in the construc- 
tion of roads to the western boundary of the Ter- 

| ritory of Kansas. When Kansas is admitted as 
a State, within smaller limits, she will of course 
have jurisdiction or control over only such por- 
tion of the lands as are within the State, leaving 
the remainder of the lands to be selected, and the 
roads located by such State government as may 
hereafter be set up west of the State of Kansas. 

The passage of this bill will secure an import- 

-ant step toward the completion of a continuous 
line of railroad from the Atlantic to the Pacific; a 
national necessity, which is at the present time 
felt and admitted by all classes of all sections of 
the Union. By thus making a liberal appropri- 
ation of the public domain, we may obviate the 
necessity hereafter of making appropriations of 
money directly from the national Treasury, to 
aid the construction of a railroad across the con- 
tinent. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I state these things, and 
commend them to the favorable consideration of 
the House. I desire that there shall be definite 
action upon the measure at this time, and shall 
therefore ask that the bill may be put upon its 
passage. 

Before relinquishing the floor, I desire to state 
that the Committee on Public Lands, at the last 


similar character m reference to roads in Califor- 
nia and Oregon, and authorized reports to be 
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made to the House recommending the donation |! 
the House consents. 


of lands along the line of the roads running east- 
wardly from the Pacific. If these bills shall pass, 
and the roads they are designed to assist shall be 
built, there will then exist onlya narrow strip of 
territury, two hundred or three hundred 
miles in width, between the terminations of the 
roads provided in this bill on the western bound- 
ary of the Territory of Kansas and those running 


some 
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who is the oldest member of the Committes on 
Public Lands in this House, [Mr. Cogs.) pte 
who will bear me witness that, eight years ao, 

when efforts were being made to carry throus}, 
the House a bill donating lands to aid in carry), 
these roads through the State of Missouri, ¢| 
debates will show that the intention was that the 
roads should be continued directly west throuch 
the Indian country, in the direction of the Pacific 
coast. I think, by referring to the Globe, it wij} 
be found that in the debate which took place on 
that occasion, it was stated that when the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph railroad should be completed, it 
would be an advance to that extent ina line of rail- 
road extending west from Philadelphia, Harris- 
burg, Columbus, Indianapolis, sad Springfield, 
towards the Pacific coast. It would also be in a 
direct line with Carson Vallicy and the gold dic 
gings. It was the argument then relied on for thy 
aid asked for inthe construction of this road, that it 
would be extended directly west through Kansas, 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Patten, one of itsclerks, notifying the Hous: 
that that body had passed House bill No. 863, to 
authorize the issue of Treasury notes, and for 
other purposes, with sundry amendments. 


THE TREASURY NOTE BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I trust that the gentleman 
from Missouri will yield the floor, so that the 


Vo 


session of Congress, considered propositions of a || question now pending may be informally passed 


over, and the Senate amendments to the Treas- 
ury note bill be taken up and acted upon. 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. I agree to that, if 


There was no objection; and the House pro- 


\| ceeded to the consideration of the amendments of 


eastward in the States of California and Oregon. |! 
The Government will thus be enabled to complete || 


this great work of railrood communication be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific at a very small 
expense to the public Treasury. 

I submit these observations, Mr. Speaker, in 
explanation of the bill before the House; and I 
ask for thema fair consideration from the House. 
Lnow yield to the gentleman from Missouri, {Mr. 
Crare,] toenable him toexplain his amendment. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from lowa states the case correctly. 


the Senate to the Treasury note bill. 

The first amendment of the Senate was read, as 
follows: 

Strike out “one hundred,” in line ten of the bill, and 
insert in lieu thereof * fifty.” 

Mr. SHERMAN. The bill of the House pro- 
vides that the Treasury notes to be issued shall 
not be of a less denomination than $100. The 
amendment of the Senate strikes that out, and 


| Inserts the provision that they shall not be of a 


The Com- | 


| mittee on Public Lands have been induced, I have | 


no doubt, to report this bill in the shape in which 
they have presented it to the House, for the rea- 
son that they did not desire to settle the contro- 
versy between certain towns on the Missouri 
| river, in Kansas and out of it. I may say, how- 
ever, Lsuppose, without any breach of confidence, 
| that the Committee on Public Lands have repeat- 
edly decided to report a bill with the section to 
which my amendment applies as I propose to 
make it. But, in consequence of the importani- 
ties of gentlemen outside of this House, in the gal- 
leries, if you please, the committee has been in- 
duced to believe that the passage of the bill would 
be endangered by settling that question; and they 
have therefore turned these pares loose into the 
Kansas Legislature to settle their conflicting in- 
terests. Now, sir, | object to going to the Kan- 
sas Legislature. First, because one of these roads, 
although starting a quarter of a degree inside 


less denomination than fifty dollars. I move that 
the amendment be concurred in. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The second amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 

In section four, line nine, after the word “ President,” 
strike out the words, ** to borrow from time to time, on the 
best terms proposed, such sums of money, upon the credit 
of the notes authorized by this act, ashe may deem expe 
dient, after having given public notice of at least ten days, 
of the sum or sutns required, and inviting proposals there 


| for, in newspapers published in the cities of Washington 


the Territory of Kansas—some twelve or fifteen | 


miles south of the Nebraska line—is a road in- 
volving quite as much the interests of Nebraska 


| as Kansas; and yet the Committee on Public | 
Lands propose to give to the Legislature of Kan- || 
sas the control over a road which runs through | 


a corner of that Territory, but the great body of 
| which is within Nebraska. 
[ object to this feature of the committee’s bill, 


_ Mr. Speaker, in the second place, because it will | 
| oblige you and the thousands and hundreds of 


| thousands of people who travel that route to de- 
| pend on the Legislature of Kansas to decide upon 
carrying out a project in the location of this road, 
that will compel all who travel over the road to 
proceed twenty-one or twenty-two miles down 
the Missouri river before starting for the West. 


| I refer gentlemen to the gentleman from Alabama, 


i 


and New York; and in lieu thereof insert : 

‘To issue so many of the notes hereby authorized to be 
issued as may amount to a sum not exceeding $3,000 000, 
at such rate of interest as may be offered by the lowest 
responsible bidder or bidders who may agree to take thi 
said notes at par, after public advertisement of not less than 
ten days in such papers as the President may direct; the 
said advertisement to propose to issue such notes at par to 
those who may offer to take the same at the lowest rate ot 
interest; but in deciding upon those bids, no fractions shall 
be considered which may be less than one fourth per cent. 
per annum. 

Mr. SHERMAN. After a conference with the 
members of the Senate Committee on Finance, I 
offer the following amendment to the amendment 
of the Senate. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Strike out the words “so many of,” and the words © as 
may amount to a sun not exceeding $3,000,000 ;** so that 
it will read: 

To issue the notes hereby authorized to be issued at such 
rate of interest as may be offered by the lowest responsi! 
bidder or bidders, who may agree to take said notes at par, 
after public advertisement of not less than ten days in such 
papers as the President may direct; the said adverti- 
ment to propose to issue such notes at par to thos > wie 
may offer to take the same at the lowest rate of interest; 
but in deciding upon those bids, no fractions shall be con 
sidered which may be of less than one fourth per centuin 
per annum. 


The amendment was agrced to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 will state to the House 
that the House bill authorizes the President to 
sell these notes at any rate under par, in ord: r 
to raise the money. ‘The Senate have preierr 


however, in allowing the President to increa 
the rate of interest, to require that all of the notes 
shall be sold at par. They also authorize We 
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President to — 


them at eight, nine, ten, or 

r other percent. may be necessary to pro- 

money. They also limit the amount to 
ted bearing interest at a higher rate than 
r cent, to $8,000,000. On censultation with 
‘retary of the Treasury, it 1s found that 
sitation of $3,000,000 is too small; and my 

rdment is submitted for the purpose of obyi- 

ing the difficulty. It authorizes the President 
fthe United States to sell all of the Treasury 
notes issucd under this bill, if necessary, at a 
hicher rate of interest than six per cent. 

Phe question was taken, and the amendment 
to the Senate amendment was agreed to; and then 
t Senate amendme: nt, as ame nded, was con- 

red in. 


LAND GRANT TO KANSAS—AGAIN 
The SPEAKER. The House will now resume 


the consideration of the Kansas railroad bill, 
which was informally laid aside to take up. the 
nendments of the Senate to the Treasury note 


Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Mr. 
have spent in public lands 
the State treasury of Missouri, about $15,000,000 
to build two railroads to the bound¢ wry of K: in- 
sas. One of these railroads is finished and doing 
Kansas line. We ask no interest 

the public lands in Kansas. All we do ask is, 
itwe shall have the same accommodations there 

1 their lands that they have in ours. All we ask 
is, that a line of road running fifteen hundred 
and terminating on the bank of the 
Missouri river, at the city of St. Joseph, may be 
extended through Kansas precisely in the direc tion 
of the gold fields of the Pike’s Peak and the Car- 
son V alle y regions. This road terminates within 
( mile of a straight due-east line from Denver 
City; and it is believe d, as near as the maps now 
how it, that that line, 1fextended due west, would 
run wit . 1 one or two miles of Genoa, in Carson 
Valley. - any gentleman who advocates this 
bill Denied | y the committee, to get up here 
nd give a sinele good reason for the road. cross- 
ing the Missouri river at any other point than at 
the terminus of the Hannibal and St. Jos: ‘ph rail- 
road. I know that gendemen may get up and 
state that the Kansas Legislature will do rightin 
s matt but [ bee the House to recollect that 

r be combinations in that Le cislature as 
| as other places—that rival points may 
mbine in that Legislature and do wrong to thi 
lic. It has been done in other places; and it 
no slander upon the Kansas Legislature to say 
tsuch a combination may be formed in Kan- 


Speaker, we 


business to the 


niles west, 





Lask the gentleman from Iowa 


» (Mr. Vanve- 


ver,] who reported this bill, why it is that the | 


mmittee can name an absolute connection with 
Pacific railroad at the mouth of the Kansas 
river?) Why ts it that they can name an absolute 
for the starting of the Leavenworth road ? 

Why do they not name the terminus of the Han- 
nibal and St. Joseph railroad as the absolute 
rting point for this road? I know that the 
itleman from Iowa has examined the map. I 
ive itnow upon my desk. [can show any gen- 
eman of this House, who does not own a corner 
otanywhere along that river, that this project is 
itended, not by the committee—that the section, 
8 It now stands, is intended—to force the thou- 
sands of travelers and the thousands of freights 
twenty-two miles down the Missouri river after 
(strikes that river and before it crosses and starts 
westward, ‘That twenty-two miles has to be 
vercome to get back upon the line going to Den- 
‘City or Fort Kearny. If to Fort Kearny, 
‘than twenty-two miles has to be overcome, 

t Kearny is to the north even of the point 

ad by my amendment. Iam ready to be 
~-xamined by any gentleman who advocates 
etion that lam trying to have stricken out. 

ny gentleman who advocates this section 

ow stands, to give this House a single 

aside from that given by the gentleman 
1 lowa. His reason is the true reason. The 
ittee desired to get rid of the importunities 
tielobby. There is nota member of the Com- 
eon Public Lands who will say—I defy any 
them to say—upon the information that 
iad, that that road ought to cross the 

it any other point than the one 
iuuiedinmy amendment. I believe every mem- | 





riy 


and in money out of 


| Committee on Public Lands 


ber of the committee was convinced on tha 
ject. I believe that they are as fully convinced 
now; but these rival town-lot speculators have 
so beset their committee-room that, to 


t sub- 





them, the committee agreed to transfer the whole 
question to the Kansas Legislature. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. What about corner lots mn 


St. Joseph? 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. While I have an 
interest in the city of St. Joseph, still I have a 
larger interest in the town of Atchison, which is 
to be he ‘Ipe d by this section. By my amendment, 
1 am trying to take away from the value of my 
corner lots. I own no corner lots in Elwood, or 
any other town which this road will touch. But 
ean the gentleman from Illinois say as much for 
the men who, I know, have beset this Hall and 
the committee-room ? . 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I can say nothing for them; 
but I can say that it strikes me that it will be safe 
to leave the disposition of this land and the loca- 

| tion of this road to the Legislature of Kansas; 
and it does not strike me as being right that Mis- 
souri should arrange the matter for Kansas. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Missouri does not 
wish to arrange anything for Kansas: 5 I put 
it to the gentleman from Illinois if he does not 
know that Kansas has been bent fited by the 
$9,000,600 which we have spent in making a road 
to their border, and whether we should not have 
some benefit of their money? 

The road must start from one of the two towns 
of Atchison or Elwood, and no other point of 
de parture is talked of; and the gentleman from 
IIlmois knows that, to start the road from Atchi- 
son, you have got to go down by the Platte 
country road to a point opposite that point, and 
there transfer your passengers and freight, after 
riding only twenty-two miles upon that road, to 
this projected road for Kansas. Gentlemen know 


that he amen Iment is intended for the benefit of 


the public; that the section, as it now stands, will 
throw us into the hades Legislature, where 
Leavenworth, Quindaro, Wyandotte, Atchison, 
and Elwood, will go into a general scramble. 
And wi ile I hi ive no reflection to make upon the 
Kansas Legislature which m: Ly be elected, L say 
again, dy tno gentleman upon the committee or 
off of it can give half as good a reason for start- 
ing this road at any other pomt as [ have given 
ing it from the terminus of the present 
finished Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. [ rise for the purp: 
of moving a reference of this bill back to the 
I think the bill in 
its present form is highly objectionable, and I 
think the amendmentof the x anal man from Mis- 
sourl [Mr. Crate] would not make it better, but 
rather worse. During the last winter, as I under- 
stand, a tré aty was concluded with the Indian 
tribes upon one of the reservations between the 
town of Leavenworth and the town of Lawrence 
by whicha portion of land was granted for build- 
ing a railroad from Leavenworth over substan- 
tially the same route mentioned in the bill reported 
by the Committee on Public Lands. Therefore, 
if this bill pass, you will grant to Leavenworth 
a double grant of land. First, she will take land 
| under the treaty, and then under the provisions 
of this bill. 

Mr. PARROTT. 
me to interrupt him? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Certainly. 

Mr. PARROTT. The gentleman has made a 
mistake in the assertion which he has just made 
The treaty which passed the Senate last winter, 
provided ‘that the railroad company in Kansé 
should have a oe quantity of land only by 
buying it at an appraised valuation. 

Mr. MON’ 'GOME RY. But at only a nom- 
inal valuation, as the gentleman well knows. 

Mr.PARROTT. And if they do not buy them, 
they will have no right in that reservation, for 
this bill gives them none. So the gentleman is 
mistaken in both his statements; in the first place, 
| that this bill gives them any land at all in the res- 
| ervation; and in the second place, that the treaty 

ave them any land. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Iam not mistaken in 
the main facts. Itis true the railroad « company 
| Is to pay a nominal price for the lands which they 
| receive under the coer treaty, for the purpose 
| of building the railroad; but the price es ly nom- 
| inal; and if Congress passes thus bill, y make 
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a new grant of land for a road over precisely the 
same ground, and then Leavenworth, instead of 
having seven miles of land on either side of the 
road, will have seven miles in addition to the land 
procure “d by the Indi: in treaty. That is one ob- 
jection: ible point in the bill. 

- next objeetionable feature in it, if it should 
be adopted, wouid be the amendment of the hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Crate] 
who has just now addressed the House. It is true 
there is nowa railroad completed from Hannibal 
to St. Joseph, and it is one of the main trunk 
roads on the central line from the East to the West. 
But at the same time, it is also e que ally true that 
the State of Missouri and the Territory of Kansas 
have continued the road beyond St. Jose ph eigh 
teen or twenty miles, and that the railroad from 
Hannibal now terminates at Atchison, about fif- 
teen miles further west than St. Joseph. There- 
fore, if the amendment of the gentleman from 
Missouri were to be carried, Congress would be 
ippropriating land to build a road, fifteen miles 
of which is already built by individual capital 
and enterprise. And all this for the single and 
simple purpose of giving an advantage to the town 
of St. Joseph as the beginning point of the road; 
for all know that Elwood is little more than a 
sand-bar opposite to St. Joseph. When the eit- 
izens of Missouri and of Kansas have, with their 
own capital, extended o road fifteen miles fur- 
ther west, what sense or propriety would there 
be in appropriating hab. to render their labor and 
capital valueless by building another road parallel 
with it. Take down the map and look at it, and 
you find that the Missouri river, from the town 
of St. Joseph to the town of Atchison, flows 
substantially west; and you will also sce that the 
railroad runs parallel with the river. Atchison, 
according to my computation, is at least fifteen 
miles further west than St. Joseph, and the map 
What reason, then, should 
prompt us to grant lands to build two roads par- 
allel with each other. The proposition, too, be- 
comes more objectionable when we remember that 
Atchison is a town of Kansas, in which these 
lands are proposed to be granted, and St. Joseph 
isa town of Missouri which should have no more 
to say in the sti ling point of these roads than any 
town in any other State. And in addition, it 
would not be doing justice to the citizens of Mis- 
souriand Kansas, who have exhibited commend- 
able zeal and patriotism in the construction of this 
valuable extension of the Hannibal and St. Joseph 
railroad. These are some of my objections to 
this bill and the amendments. And, with all re- 
spect to the gentleman from Missouri. I consider 
them good and substantial reasons. Yet the gen- 
tleman informs us that nobody could give 
reasons, F 

Mr. CRAIG, of I did not say no- 
body could give a good reason. I said nobody 
who does notown town-lotsin Atchison. lTask 
the gentleman if he comes within that category? 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. It is true, as the gen- 
ileman suggests, that a small part of the small 
property Ll own is in the town of Atchison; but I 
cannot see how that affects the force of my argu- 
ment. If my argument is correct, it matters noth- 
ing whether | own some little property in Atchi- 
son or not. I trust, Mr. Speaker, I am not 
actuated by any personal interest in this matter 
I claim higher and purer motives as the moving 
cause of my interest In the proper settlement of 
this question. ‘*Su spicious men are always to 
he suspected;’? so, at least, runs the old adage 
Tried by that rule, the gentleman from Missouri 
would not be free from suspicion, For, he not 
only seems to suspect me, but he even charges 
the Committee on Public Lands with reporting 
this bill against their convictions of duty, and 
against the justic e in the case, merely to get rid 
of the clamors of the lobby. I do not believe it. 
The eentleman is mistaken. In his zeal to ad- 
vance the interest of his town, he has forgotten 
the courtesy of debate. In the name of the com- 
mittee, I scout thé insinuation. I know nothing 


such 


Missouri. 


| of the persons who pressed this matter on the at- 


| against them; 


tention of the committee; 1 am sure I never did. 
I never spoke to them on the subject while the 
bill was in their hands. Can the gentleman from 
Missouri say as much ? 

It is a poor compliment to the intelligence and 
integrity of the committee to make such charges 
and it is a poor compliment to the 
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intelligence of this House, to urge no stronger 
argume nt to sustain his amendment that certain 
persons who give substantial reasons against it, 
own property in Atchison. 

The gentleman insinuates, by his question, that 
the fact that 1 own property in Atchison should 
influence my argument. That is an unfortunate 
position for the gentleman to assume. He has 
told us that Atchison was likely to secure the 
Legislature of Kansas to fix that as the starting 
point of this road; therefore, if | desired to advance 
the value of my *‘ corner lot,’’ and if my conduct 
were influenced by sucha motive, I should not be 
found opposing the bill. According to his own 
showing, lam acting against my interest. I, who 
own town-lots in Atchison, am moving to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee of Public Lands, al- 
though it would advance the value of my prop- 
erty. The honorable gentleman, deeply interested 
in corner and other lots in the town of St. Joseph, 
is advocating the passage of this bil] with amend- 
ments directly favoring his own personal inter- 
ests and the interests of his town. 

If I were to believe that the gentleman was in- 
fluenced by such motives, I would find a ready 
solution of the very great number of measures 
brought into this House intended to benefit St. 
Joseph. There does not arise a single bill in 
which St. Joseph can be interested, or where an 
amendment can make her so, but the gentleman 

‘roposes that the name of St. Joseph be inserted. 
Chere is not a proposal to build a military road, 
or a railroad, or to dig a canal, but the gentleman 
assures us that St. Joseph should be the starting 
point for it. No matter where a mail route is to 
terminate, it is sure to start from St. Joseph. 1 
saw, in the New York Herald of this morning, 
that the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


|| propriate no lands for railroad or other purposes 
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| vania, after 1 have corrected him, should still || 


| own, that this bill does not give toa railroad com- 


| to railroad purposes to such lands as the 





entleman here, who knows as much about it as | 

do, who will get up here and state that there is 
any road eighteen miles west of the city of St. 
Joseph. Itis all in Missouri; it is not an exten- 
sion of the Hannibal and St. Joseph railroad. It 
is a separate railroad, under a separate charter, 
and owned by a separate company. 

Mr. PARROTT. Mr. Speaker, I am very 


much surprised that my friend from Pennsy!- 


persist in the erroneous declaration that the bill 
now pending before the House could give to the 
Leavenworth interest a double share of the pub- 
lic lands. Ithink my explanation was patent to | 
the comprehension of other persons, if not to his | 


pany any of the Delaware lands at all where the 
gentleman, says that it gives them fourteen miles 
upon each side of the road. I say now, that it does 
not give them a single foot of this land. Why? | 
Because the bill confines the lands appropriated | 

United 
States own. It must be obvious, from the very 
nature of the case, that the United States can ap- 


which do not belong to the United States; and the 


Delaware Indian reservation, on which the gentle- | 


/ man from Pennsylvania has again asserted that | 


seven miles upon each side of the road will be given 

to a railroad company, belongs to the Indians, and | 
cannot be infringed upon, except by some treaty 
regulation. Now, whatare the facts? The facts | 


_ are, that a treaty has been ratified by the Senate, | 


} 


| 
| 
| 


Roads were about to ropose an overland mail || 


route; which, as usual, is to start from St. Jo- 
seph, although the fact is notorious that the mail 
is carried on the railroad from St. Joseph to Atch- 
ison, and is started from Atchison on its overland 
journey. Now, 1 do not object to this zeal and 
industry on the part of the honorable gentleman 
to serve his own immediate constituents; nor do 
I believe he is influenced by the increased value 
attached to his corner lots because of the passage 
of these public measures. But I do think that he 
ought at least to be charitable to others; and that 
he ought not to impute motives which he would 
not desire to have imputed to himself. 

As an additional reason why this bill should 
be referred back to the Committee on Public 
Lands, I wish to remind the House that the com- 
mittee agreed to report the bill last session. Since 
then—in the month of October last—a railroad 
convention of the people of the Territory of Kan- 
sas was held at Topeka. All the counties which 
are organized, I believe, were represented, And 
they there agreed on a schedule of roads, to which 
they would ask Congress to grant lands. This 
schedule is very different from the bill before us. 
1 think the people of Keansas should be heard. 


‘They know best what roads the public welfare re- | 


quires. And when the committee have this mat- 
ter before them again, they can consider this me- 
morial of the railroad convention. 
seventy thousand people is entitled to a respect- 


ful consideration; and I trust the bill will be re- | 


ferred back to the committee. 

Mr. PARROTT obtained the floor. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. The gentleman 
from Kansas will allow me a minute to correct a 
misapprehension on the part of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, i order that the House may 
not be misled by his statement. I desire to say 
that there is not one inch of railroad made on the 
soil of Kansas, except a few miles, now in run- 
ning order—but six miles with the cars running, 
and fourteen or fifteen miles ready for the cars 
and iron—upon the very line that my amendment 
calls for. When the gentleman says that a rail- 
road has been finished eighteen miles west of the 
city of St. Joseph, he states what he knows 
nothing about, and what is absolutely not true 
He does not intend to make a misstatement, I 


know; but he does not know what he is talking | 


about. [Laughter.] We of Missouri have made 
a railroad in both directions from the city of St. 
Joseph on our own soil, one running up the Mis- 
sour! river, and the other running down the Mis- 
souri river on the Missouri side, passing a point 
opposite the town of Atchison. But there is no 


| each be entitled, irrespective of their population, | 


| take it they pay for it, and if they do not pay for 


by which a certain incorporated railroad com- | 
pany in the Territory of Kansas shall have the | 


| privilege, the exclusive privilege, of buying of | 
these Delaware Indians a certain designated quan- | 
D 


tity of their Jands at an appraised valuation. That | 
appraisement is now about being made, and will | 
be submitted to the Indian, or rather to the Inte- | 
rior Department of the Government; and if rati- | 
fied, the company then will have the option of | 
taking the lands at that appraisement or of de- 
clining to take them. i 
in either event this bill does not give to the rail- 
road company any of thisland whatever. If they 


it they do not get it. 

Now, sir, | ask what becomes of the assertion 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? I presume 
that he is a disinterested man, although the facts 
do not look exactly that way, forit happens that 


the gentleman has placed himself in an attitude | 


OBE. 





But it is obvious, sir, that | 


December 13, 


rants for this purpose. The other conye 
ndorsed this bill. 
| [state now, Mr.Speaker,as a matter that ought 
to weigh with members in considering this ques- 
| tion, that no a against this bill has been 
placed in my hands, no memorial has been foy. 
warded to me; and I state further, that consid, . 
| ing generally the interests of the people, considey- 
ing the great advantages which the present passave 
of this bill would afford to them, I deem it to be 
just to the whole interests of the Territory that 
the bill in its present shape should pass, rather 
than that this session should close without the 
passage of any bill whatever. ; 

In regard to the argument submitted to the House 
by my friend from St. Joseph, with his charactor. 
istic zeal and fervor for St. Joseph, I have only 
this to say: that two or on the Missouri 
river in Kansas, pressing for the eastern terminus 
| of arailroad, were unable to agree. The commit- 
tee could notdecide between Atchisonand Elwood. 
They offered to give to each of these places a 
branch; both branches to unite in a common trunk 
and then pursue the way harmoniously to the weet. 
ern terminus. With that sort of selfish feeling— 
and Ido not say it in any offensive sense—which 
characterizes rival towns, they mutually declined 
the proposition; and then the committee, for the 
purpose of settling this point of rivalry between 
these two towns, determined to refer the question 
to the Kansas Legislature, where, inmy judgment, 
| it rightfully belongs. It is true that Missouri has 
built railroads to her western border; but it js 
likewise true thatshe built them with no intention 
to benefit the people of the Territory. They have 
been built there because it was the interest of 
Missouri that they should be built there. They 
were built or projected long before the Territory 
was organized; long before the routes of trade 
and travel in the Territory had been marked out; 
| and simply on the consideration that it was for the 
advantage and interest of the State of Missouri 
so to build it. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will not the gen- 
tleman correct the statement which he has just 
made, that these roads were built or projected be- 
fore the routes of trade and travel in the Territory 
| had been marked out? I can show the gentleman 
| thatmy proposition would make the road go where 
trade and travel have gone for forty years. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. I desire to ask the 
gentleman from Kansas a question. 


Mr. PARROTT. I yield for that purpose. 


j 
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that looks at least very suspicious on this ques- 


tion of railroads, having acted upon the Commit- | 


tee on Public Lands at the last session of Con- 


gress,and having, during the vacation of Congress, | 
| before any bill had been framed, visited the Ter- | 


| ritory of Kansas, and acquired an interest in cer- 


tain points there, and then come back at the short 
session prepared to frame a bill. 1 attribute, there- 


| fore, this assertion, with other assertions, to the 


| has indulged in so many an 


The voice of || 


unreasoning fanaticism which we all know is in- 
spired by local interests. The gentleman may not 
be conscious of it. I do not say that he is; but he 
fea great errors 

that I am bound to believe, in charity, that he is 
misled by his prejudice, and is not under the con- 
trol of a calm reason in using these expressions. 
One thing more. The gentleman has averred 
that there is a division of public opinion in the 
Territory of Kansas respecting this bill. I ask 
the attention of the House while I explain that 
matter. It is true that a convention of the people 


| of the Territory was summoned in the autumn of 


j 


this year for the purpose of expressing an opin- 
ion upon a system of railroads to be submitted to 
Congress. That convention met; but preliminary 
to any proceedings, and upon a question of rep- 
resentation—to wit: whether the counties should 


to one or two delegates, or whether they should 
be represented according to their population—the 


| convention divided; divided, as I understand, 
about equally. 


One convention formed its pro- 


|| gramme, and the seceding portion formed a dif- 


j 


ferent programme. But the difference existing 
between the two programmes was simply this: 


'| that one convention demanded that the roads 


| 


should be put in this bill, which the Committee 
on Public pay had previously, upon argument 
and consideration, rejected—rejected for the rea- 
son that they would be in excess of the lands due 
to the Territory under the precedents in land 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. I desire the gentle- 
man to inférm the House how far Atchison is 
| west of St. Joseph ? 

Mr.PARROTT. I am notable to answer that 
Pon. I do not own any property in St. 

oseph or Atchison. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Is not Atchison about 
fifteen miles west of St. Joseph, in astraight line’ 

Mr. PARROTT. I cannot answer the ques- 
tion. I do not know. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Well, is not Atehi- 
son considerably west of St. Joseph ? 

Mr. PARROTT. It is further west. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. Well, is there noia 
railroad from St. Joseph to Atchison? 

Mr. PARROTT. There is. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY. ‘Then, the House may 
know who is right. ~ 

Mr. PARROTT. I deem it a fair proposition 
to all parties concerned, that a State for which 
you are carving out lines of railroads should, on 
| all disputed questions, where its citizens or Rep- 
resentatives in Washington cannot agree on whit 
is just and fair between all portions of the Ter 
ritory, have reference to the Legislature as Ui 
'| final arbiter. The disputed question should be 
|| referred to the highest representative body of the 
people—the Legislature of the future State. That 
proposition seems to me to be a fair one. It seems 
to me to be the only one by which this question 
can be fairly and equitably adjusted ; for I am cer- 
tain that if the House of Representatives, with 1s 
limited knowledge of the subject, should undertake 
to amend this bill so as to satisfy the demands 0! 
conflicting local interests, they would never be 
able to perfect any bill. They would be lost!" 
the perplexed an 
those on this floor who are urging the demands 
of local interests. I try to separate myself as {! 
| as possible from any local interest I have. Iam, 
\| for one, in the situation of a man who ought t 
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b entirely impartial; owning nothing in any of 


the points in controversy. I try to speak for all 

é oO le. 

- ur. MONT FOMERY. Does not the gentle- 
man own corner lots in Leavenworth ? 

Mr. PARROTT. I decline to yield to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania. I say that this bill 
makes a fair and equitable location of the through 
routes in the Territory. One thing more. The 
policy of granting lands to aid in the construction 
of railroads is now, I think, about twenty years 
old. Almost every new State in the Union has 
been thus Sanateed ta the outset of its career as 
a State. The swengmens of the country is thus 
secured. And besi 
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es, it must be understood, | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I believe now, Mr. | 


Speaker, that! have the floor, and I desire to ask 
what is the question before the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Monrcomery,}] 
that the bill be recommitted to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. Well, sir, I yester- 


day offered an amendment, which is now pend- 


ing, and upon which I desire to be heard by the | 


House. 


The SPEAKER. The question is open to de- | 


bate, as the Chair understands. 


Mr. VANDEVER. I would suggest that, if 


| the House declines to recommit the bill to the 
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resenting the Territory of Kansas; but I will 
nevertheless answer the gentleman’s question. I 
am interested in the city of Leavenworth to the 
extent of two lots, which are not valuable at all, 
and which I will be glad to dispose of to the gen- 
tleman at a good dea less than they cost me two 
poy ago. Oneword more. I desire to say that 

am not actuated, in my advocacy of this bill, 
by any property interest which I possess in the 
city of Leavenworth, or in the Territory of Kan- 


| sas. Any such interest which I have is hardly 


large enough to be worth influencing my opinion 


|| upon any question, much less upon a question of 


so much magnitude and importance as the one 
involved in this bill. 


Mr. Speaker, that the Government does not give 
these lands to States or Territories as a gratuity. 
There are two considerations in the matter. One | 
of them is the fact that the Government requires 
double the amount to be paid for the alternate 


| Committee on Public Lands it will then be in 
order for the gentleman from Indiana to explain Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I cannot yield fur- 
his amendment. ther. I intend to detain the House but a mo- 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that || ment. Before I proceed with an explanation of 
the bill is now open to debate. |} my amendment, [ shall make one remark in 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. One word more. 


sections, so that it receives as much for half the || Mr. VANDEVER. I called the previous ques- || reply to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, who, 
land as it would otherwise have received for the || tion upon the motion to recommit. |, as | understood him, intimated that the course 


whole. The second consideration is, that Con- 
cress requires the State receiving these grants to 
re Taquiah her power of taxation over the public 
lands. I admit that this is a doubtful power; but | 
nowadays, when the decision of the Dred Scott | 
case 1s considered as good authority by my Dem- | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair had given the || pursued by the Committee on Public Lands had 

floor to the gentleman from Indiana before the | — changed by the operation of outside influ- 

gentleman from lowa called the previous question. || ence. 

The gentleman from Indiana isentitled tothe floor. || Mr. MONTGOMERY. I beg the gentleman’s 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I ask the Clerk to || pardon. I made no such allusion. 1 do not be- 

read my amendment. liaiea the committee have been influenced by any 


ocratic friends, 1 must say that the power of a 
State to tax the public lands is affirmed in that 
decision. It is important, therefore, when you 
come to consider the subject in an economical 
point of view, that the States should surrender 
such power, whether the power be certain or 


whether it be doubtful. Therefore it is a consid- || 
eration operating on the minds of Representatives | 
in making these donations of land, which cost | 


nothing, which take nothing from the gross sum 
received, and which, at the same time, induce 


The Clerk read the amendment. It addsa pro- | 
| vision to the bill that there be granted to the Ter- 


ritory or future State of Nebraska alternate sec- 


|| tions of the public lands, to the same extent and | 


in the same manner and upon the same terms, 
conditions, and limitations, In every respect what- 


ever, as is by the preceding sections of the bill | 


granted to the Territory of Kansas, to aid in the 
construction of the following railroads: a railroad 
from some eligible point on the west bank of the 


|| Missouri river, north of the mouth of the Platte 


such cause. The remark to which the gentleman 
refers fell, I think, from the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, (Mr. Craia.] I repudiate the charge. I 
care not what outside influence may be brought 
to bear, it would not swerve me for a moment, 
nor do I believe it would swerve any member of 
the committee from the course he deemed proper 


| to pursue. 


[A message was received from the Senate, by 


| Mr. Hickey, their Chief Clerk, informing the 


House that the Senate had agreed to the amend- 
ment of this House to the second amendment of 
| the Senate to the bill of the House authorizing 
the issuing of Treasury notes, and for other pur- 
Ses 
Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I am very glad to 
learn that | was mistaken in ascribing the remark 
to which I alludéd to the gentleman from Penn- 


the States to surrender a power which, if exer- 
cised, would fall heavily on the revenues of the 
United States. I hope, now, Mr. Speaker, that 


river, SO as to connect as nearly as practicable 
| with the Mississippiand Missouri river railroad; 
thence into and along the valley of said Platte | 
other States which have been for twenty years || river, via New Fort Kearny, to the western bound- 
sitting and feasting at the table, and have got all || ary of said Territory; a railroad from some 
they want in the way of appropriations for pub- || eligible point on the Missouri river, so as to con- 
lic lands, are not about to sct a selfish and, in my || nect as nearly as practicable with the Burlington 


judgment, pusillanimous example of kicking the 
table over because they have got enough. I hope | 
this policy will still receive the assent of members | 
of the House of Representatives, and that the | 
bill, in its present shape, shall be passed by the | 


House. 
Mr. VANDEVER. [ask the gentleman from 
Kansas to yield to me for a moment. 
Mr. PARROTT. Certainly. 
Mr. VANDEVER. 


ee ° 5 os 
ant crisis like the present, when matters of great 


I propose to terminate 
this discussion; but before doing that, I simply | 
desire to make the suggestion that, at an import- | 


|, and Missouri river railroad; thence westwardly, 
| to intersect the above-named road ator near New 
Fort Kearny; a railroad from some eligible point || 


on the west bank of the Missouri river, so as 


to connect as nearly as practicable with what- || 
ever railroad, having a grant of lands from the | 
| Government of the United States, may be located 


through the State of lowa, terminating on the 


| Missouri river, at or near the forty-second par- | 


allel of north latitude; thence in a southwesterly 
course to intersect the first-named road at or near 
the Loupe Fork river; and a railroad from some 


| eligible point on the Missouri river, at or, near | 


sylvania. I accept his disclaimer with pleasure. 

Mr. Speaker, I have presented an amendment 
to this bill by the order and direction of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. It proposes to grant to 
the Territory of Nebraska alternate sections of 
the public lands for the purpose of constructing 
four railroads; the main-trunk road commencing 
at Omaha City, or some other point on the west 
bank of the Missouri river, and running up along 
the line of the Platte river, to the western bound- 
ary of the Territory of Nebraska. The other 
three roads are each to commence at some eligible 
point on the western bank of the Missouri river, 


moment are pressing upon us for our considera- 
5 tion, itdoes not become members of the Ameri- 
can Congress to sit here and wrangle about the 
i starting point of a railroad. A controversy of 
his kind ought to be settled in five minutes’ time. 
I think, from all that has transpired, that the truth | 
a of the declaration which I made in the outset is 
established, namely: that the action of the com- 


the mouth of the Sioux river, so as to connect as | 
nearly as practicable with the Dubuque and Sioux 
tity railroad; thence to, and up and along the 
Nebraska river, or any other eligible route, to 
intersect with the first-named road at or near Fort 
Laramie. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. With the permis- 
| sion of the gentleman from Indiana, I desire to 


and connect with the main-trunk railroad at some 
point between the Missouri river and its term- 
inus on the western boundary of the Territory. 
There is no controversy of interest in the 'Terri- 
| tory of Nebraska as to the roads it is proposed 
to aid in that Territory; there is perfect unanimity 
and good feeling there, no conflict whatever. 
These roads are each one of them to connect with 


mittee in regard to this matter has been incumbent || ask the Delegate from Kansas a question. || roads now in process of construction westerly 
y on them by reason of these conflicting interests in || Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I will yield for that || through the State of lowa. 

town lots on the banks of the Missouri river. The || purpose. In reference to a Pacific railroad, which has 
in committee are totally indifferent to these rival || Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to know | several times been mentioned in connection with 
h claims; and if they could lave avoided them by || from the gentleman from Pennsylvania if he did || this bill, I will say that I believe no simple bill 
m fixing the starting point at a distance from any of || not ask the gentleman from Kansas whether or || for the construction of a railroad to the Pacific 
p- them, I believe they would have gladly recom- || not he owned or had an interest in‘corner lots in | can ever be passed by this House and this Con- 
at mended such a course to the House. the city of Leavenworth? gress; and I believe that the only way by which 


The proposition of the gentleman from Penn- 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. I did. 
he sylvania is to refer this bill back to the Commit- 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I did not hear an 


the Atlantic and western States will be ever con- 
nected with the Pacific coast by railroad, will be 





be tee on Public Lands, there to have this contro- || answer to that question; and I now desire to || by granting land in limited quantities, by grant- 
he versy revived. No good can be accomplished by || repeat the interrogatory, whether the gentleman || ing land in alternate sections, to the Territories, 
rat such a proceeding. The bill is now before the || from Kansas does not own corner lots in the city || to construci, link by link, such a road as the 
ms House, and [ propose that the House shall itself |! of Leavenworth, in the Territory of Kansas? wants of the country through which it is to pass 
on settle this controversy. If the House is disposed || Mr. PARROTT. I have no corner lots in || require. In this way, and in this way alone, this 
er- to vote favorably on this proposition to‘appropri- |; Leavenworth orany city in Kansas, that I knowof. || great thoroughfare will be constructed, until the 
its ate lands to aid, I believe, in the construction of || Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. My object in ask- || last link in the chain has been completed. 
ke a great Pacific railroad across this continent on || ing the question was to show that the gentlemen As an original question, | would not, perhaps, 
of y such plan as shall obviate the necessity of appro- || who take so much interest in the location of those || be in favor of granting the lands of the Govern- 
be priaung money from the public Treasury, let || roads are more or less affected by them in their || ment for the benefit of any work of internal im- 
tin them pass this bill now. hope, Mr. Speaker, || personal interests. | provement; but it has become the settled policy 
of that the motion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- || Mr. MONTGOMERY. I desire to ask the gen- || of the Government that lands are to be granted 
ids Vania will not prevail, to refer the matter back to || tleman from Kansas whether he is not interested || ay they have been, over and over again, to aid in 
far the Committee on Public Lands, but that the |, inthe city of Leavenworth or the contiguous coun- 


the construction of railroads and canals. I have 
ry? || before me a table prepared at the Land Office, 
Mr. PARROTT. I regard the question as || showing the amount of lands which have been 
simply irrelevant. (Laughter.] Iam here rep- || granted by the Government for the purposes of 


am, ‘Jouse will act upon the matter now. I simply || t 
t to tose for the purpose of calling the previous ques- | 
Hon on his motion to recommit. 
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internal improve ment. I particularly ask the 
attention ot the House to the Statement. It is as 
follows: 


A table of public lands granted to the several States and Ter- | 


ritories hy Congress, compiled from Executive Documents. 
( Thirty Fifth Congress, Executive Document House of 
Representatives, first session, No. 68; Thirty-Third Con 
cress, Executive Document House of Representatives, first 
session, No. 52.) 


Internal 





> oe Swamp Other | ae 

Senses. | ‘ments, P senda. |purposes. Aggregate. 

ments. 

ii... 1 1.949,009, 39,448] 9,584,179) 10,861,420 
Indiana ...... 1,609,561! 1,250,937) 1,178,782) 3,839 614 
CI WOIS, co ccc 2,595,053) 1,833,412) 1,813,279) 6,241,744 
Missouri...... 2,315,435 4,064,788) 2,630,714; 8,990,937 
Alabaima...... 2.852.918 2,595) 1,171,805) 4,014,318 


© 234.090 
10,910,792 


1,764,672 
2,933,439 


6,776,292 
15,447,791 


Mississippi.... 
Louisiana... 


2,187,503 
1,602,560 


Michigan..... 4,346,000) 7,273,724) 1,290,358 12,910,082 
Arkansas ..... 3,956,000 8,026,858) 1,236,437, 13,218,796 
Florida....... 2.122.800 11,630,271) 4,756,791 18,509,862 
Di Mcieeences 4.841.078 1,739,505) 1,015,530) 7,596,113 


2,350,000) 1,093,393 
| 3,553,824 


( | 5,089,244 
) 


6,135,564 
3,553,824 


10,005,244 


Wisconsin....| 2,692,171 
Tennessee. ... - 


Minnesota....) 4,916,000 


SION 


California ....! 


‘Polo 


j 
500,000 | 6,765,404 7,265,404 


Now, sir, it is respectfully submitted to the 
consideration of Congress, whether Kansas and 


Nebraska ought not, in justice, to ae onan | 


equal footing with othey States and Territories in 


relation to their internal improvements, by grants | 
of the public lands in accordance with the long- | 


I think 


established practice of the Government. 


that they ought. This having become the settled | 
policy of the Government, my own opinion is | 


that it would be illiberal, unfair, and unjust to the 
new Territories to refuse to grant them what we 
have granted to all the other new land States and 
Territories of the United States. 


There is no | 
reason why the Territories of Nebraska and | 


Kansas should not have railroad Prants to the | 


same extentas lowa and Wisconsin and thg other 
northwestern States. 

Mr. Speaker, these reasons have induced me 4o 
favor this proposition. Ever since I have been 
a member of this House I have uniformly given 
my vote in favor of liberal grants of the public 
lands for the purposes of internal improvement. 
After you go one hundred miles west of the Mis- 
souri river, these lands in Nebraska, as they now 
are, are in fact totally worthless. They cannot 


be sold by the Government; but by making this | 


little grant for the purpose of constructing this 
great national thoroughfare, which ts to unite the 
Atlantic and the Pacific slopes, you will make 
the lands on cach side of the road valuable. They 
will then be brought into market, and the alternate 
sections reserved to the Government will sell at 
the increased price of $2 50 per acre. If it were 
not for the construction of the road, the lands 


would remain for long years unsold and totally | 


worthless to the Government. I take it for granted 
that the Government makes money by this oper- 
ation. I can give an illustration in the case of 
[iinois. ‘The State of Hlinois has sold millions 
of acres of the public land lying inthe very midst 
of her vast plains at $2 50 per acre, which never 
would have been sold but for the grant made to 
her of alternate sections for the purpose of con- 
structing railroads. 

My friend from Illinois tells me that those lands 
had been in market unsold for thirty years before 
the grant was made. He will correct me if lam 
mistaken, when I state that under the grant made 
to his State have been constructed nearly eight 
hundred miles of railroad. They have constructed 
railroads through prairies where the lands would 
not have been sold for fifty years if they had not 
been constructed. Every acre of the reserved 
alternate sections has been sold at $2 50, which 
is double the minimuin price fixed by the Gov- 
ernment. I am told that those very lands cannot 
be bought to-day for less than from fifteen to 
twenty dollars anacre. [can give an illustration 
from my own State. Many years ago, the Con- 

ress of the United States granted one million six 
Randred thousand acres of the public land for the 
purpose of constructing the Wabash and Erie 
canal, by which grant that canal was constructed ; 
and it is now the longest canal upon the face of 
the globe. The reserved sections of land were 
increased in value, and they have continued to 
increase in value, until to-day they are worth from 


| contending interests to settle these questions, they | 


much longer. 


| would be made by that committee. 


ten to twenty-five dollars per acre. They have thus | 
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been increased in value because of the construc- | 
tion of that canal. And I understand, sir, that an | 


arrangement was made by the pa of [llinois, 
by which the railroad company undertook to con- 
struct the road under the grant from the United 
States and to give to the State one seventh of the 
gross receipts from the railroad, which amount 
goes annually into the treasury of the State. I 
am informed that it amounted during the last year 
to between one hundred and fifty and two hun- 
dred thousand dollars; enough, sir, to pay the 


| whole State expenses, if managed economically. 


Mr. Speaker, I do notintend to detain the House 
Every gentleman here who has 
been a member of this House for a number of 
years, fully understands this proposition, and is 
ready to vote on it. I desire the vote to be taken 
to-day. 
this bill to the Committee on Public Lands. We 
have had these bills before us for the past four 
years; and if gentlemen wait for conflicting and 


will have to wait until doomsday before that is 
done. If this bill were recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, the probability is—I think 
I may say that the certainty is—that no change 


| ask the House not to recommit this bill which 


grants lands to the Territory of Kansas for railroad 
purposes. Let us vote on it now. I know not 
what may be the temper of this House in reference 
to granting landsfor railroad purposes, and I care 
not what itis. Iam here to discharge my duty 
as a member of the Committee on Public pd 
and as a member of this House. Asa member 
of the committee, | have already discharged my 
duty, and I now desire to discharge my duty asa 
member of this House. Iam ready to take the 
vote, and I call the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be on 
recommitting the bill to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the call for the 
previous question be seconded, will it apply to 
the whole bill. 

The SPEAKER. It will. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
it will be voted down. 


Mr. MONTGOMERY. 


1 hope, then, that 


Task the gentleman 


to withdraw the call for the previous question for | 


five minutes, to allow me to make an explanation. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
accommodate both the gentleman from Virginia 
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania; but [ see 
that, unless the previous question is now called 
and insisted on, this debate will run on to an un- 
necessary length. I therefore refuse to withdraw 
the call for the previous question. 

Mr SMITH, of Virginia. The country ought 
to know that these bills are sprung upon us sud- 
denly, and then attempted to be rushed through 
under the gag of the previous question. This bill, 


upon which we are now called to vote, has never | 


been referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union. 

The call for the previous question was second- 
ed, and the main question ordered. 

The question being on the resolution to com- 
mit the | 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Mr. Craic, of Missouri, and Mr. Burnyam. 

The House divided, and the tellers reported— 
ayes 70, noes 63. 

o the motion was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


~ 
wm 


I trust that the House will not recommit | 


I therefore |) 


I would be glad to || 


nll to the Committee on Public Lands— | 





Mr. FLORENCE moved that when the House | 


adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
he motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Parrten, one of their Clerks, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed a bill (No. 
518) for the relief of William A. Linn’s estate, 
in which he was directed to ask the concurrence 


of the House. 


PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Mr. HASKINS. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Public Printing of this House to report 
a resolution, in connection with a communication 
from the Superintendent of Public Printing, and 
a communication from Messrs. Larcombe & Eng- 


| siderable portion of which is now in this office, the i; 





December 13, 
lish, who have been doing the printing of the 
House. I ask that the two letters be read, aud 
then the resolution. 

The letters were read, as follows: 


Orvice SUPERINTENDENT Pusric Printing. 
W asuIneton, Decembey 10, i860 

Sin: The continued absence from this city of Thor) 
H. Ford, Esq., House Printer, and the retusal of Mecc:. 
Larcombe & English, who executed for him the printing 
ordered at the last session 01 Congress, to continue th t 
arrangement, make it my duty to communicate the facts}, 
the House of Representatives, and to respectfully request 
its direction as to the printing of the present session, a eo: 
. > . mime 
diate completion of which is urgently required by tix exi 


| gencies of the public service. 


The reasons of Messrs. Larcombe & English for tie 
course they have pursued are assigned in th: aecompany 
ing letter. It is but justice to them to state that the work 
intrusted to them heretofore by this office has beey ox.. 
cuted promptly and satisfactorily. 

In this connection, I deem it proper to state that, in pur 
suance of the provisions of the joint resolution in relation 
to the public printing, approved June 23, 1860, I have ey. 
tered into a contract with Mr. Joseph 'T’. Crowell for qo 

urchase of the printing establishment formerly owned by 

fr. Cornelius Wendell, which contract I have transmited 
to the Joint Committee on the Public Printing. shovid jy 
meet their approval, the entire printing and binding of aj) 
the branches of Government, or any portion thereof, eay 
at once be executed under its own control, and by its own 
officers. The expediency and propriety of such a policy | 
have heretofore strongly advocated, and recent expericuce 
has but strengthened my convictions upon the subject 

I have the honor to be, very respecttully, your obedient 
servant, JOHN HEART, Superintendent. 

Hon. WriiiiaM PENNINGTON, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
Wasnuinoton, D. C., December 8, 1269. 
Sir: Having executed the printing of the House of Rep- 


| resentatives for the first session of the Thirty-Sixth Con 


ress, under a contract or partnership with Thomas H. 
‘ord, House Printer, and, as we trust and believe, to your 
entire satisfaction, we deem it due to you to inform you 
that we cannot any Junger continue our contract with the 
House Printer. 

The reason for taking this step lies in the fact that Con 
gress, at the last session, reduced the prices to be paid for 
the printing forty per cent. below the prices paid at the 
time we made our contract with the present House Printer, 
leaving barely enough, as we believe, to pay the actual cost 
of the work. 

While, therefore, we would be willing to execute the 
printing for the House of Representatives directly, forthe 
prices now allowed by law, we cannot consent to do it for 
any intermediate party. 

We are anxious to keep our office employed ; our rela- 
tions to those who constitute the establishment impel us 
to obtain all the work we can ; but it could not be expected 
of us to execute it at a sacrifice. 

We are, very respectfuily, your obedient servants, 

LARCOMBE & ENGLISH. 
Joun Heart, Esq., Superintendent of Public Printing. 


The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Printing be 


' authorized and directed forthwith to contract with com 


petent and responsible parties for the execution of the 
printing of the House of Representatives, ordered or to be 
ordered, the present session, at prices not exceeding those 
now authorized by law. 


ENROLLED BILL. 
Mr. THEAKER, from the Committee on En- 


rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled a bill (S. 
No. 82) to amend the fourth section of the act 
for the admission of Oregon into the Union, so as 


| to extend the time for selecting salt springs and 
| contiguous lands in Oregon; when the Speaker 


signed the same. 
PUBLIC PRINTING——AGAIN. 
Mr. HASKIN. It will be seen that the reso- 


lution proposed by the committee provides that 
the Superintendent of Public Printing, who, under 
the law creating his office, is the officer contem- 
plated to do the thing where neglect takes place 
upon the part of the Printer of the House, shall 
»roceed to see that the printing required by the 
learnt power of this Government shall be 
forthwith attended to. Inasmuch as it has been 
stated by the friends of Mr. Ford, the Printer of 
the House, that he is absent, and is detaine din 
consequence of illness, the resolution which the 
Committee on Printing at one time thought of 

roposing, declaring his office vacant, has not 
vee submitted to the consideration of the House. 


| The exigency en ae requires that prom)! 


| 


| 


‘| action should be ha 


; and the committee deem d 
that the resolution which has been reported from 


| the committee is all-sufficient to have the matter 


promptly atiended to. 

I call the previous question upon the passas' 
of the resolution. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I hope the gentleman 
will not call the previous question. 

Mr. BURNETT. I sok the House to vole 
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jown the previous question, if the gentleman 
upon it. 

Mr. HASKIN. Thave no disposition to cut 
# debate, and I waive the previous question for 
' resent, 

\ir. MeCLERNAND If I understand the 

it of the committee, the communications ac- 
inying the resolution, and the explanation 
|. by the gentleman from New York, the res- 

‘ion proceeds upon the assumption that Mr. 

i. the Public Printer of the House, is not here, 

j will not resume the performance of his duties 

« Printer of this body. If that assumption is 
founded, of course the resolution ought not to 
ss, As to the point whether that assumption 
true, L understand that Mr. Ford is detained 
from the city by sickness; that he will, however, 

ii this ¢ rity on or before Saturd: ay ne Xt, pre- 

ed to perform his duties as Pub lic Printer of 

is body. There is, therefore, no necessity for 
the adoption of the resolution at present, if there 
should be any for its adoption hereafter. Such 
public printing as is Indispensable for the House, 
s now being executed, as I understand, by Mr. 
Rowman, the Printer of the Senate. He is able not 

y to execute all printing which is necessary 

wo the current proceedings of the House, but he 

separed to do any additional printing which 

regula until we have more light upon this 
subject. 

a not know whether or not this proposition 
is part and parcel of the sale and purchase of the 

tablishment of Mr. Wendell. I understand that 
the Superintendent of Public Printing has pur- 

ed the establishment of Mr. Wendell at the | 
price of $135,000, although the same establish- 
ment, | am informed, was offered for sale last 
year for $80,000, and when, in fact, it is not worth 
640,000. The materials, as I understand, are 
worn out; the building is not fire-proof, and the | 
machinery is not of the most improved kind, 
ich as is now required to execute successfully 
the printing of the House. 

| hope this resolution will not be adopted upon 
the assumption that Mr. Ford will not be here, 
and that he is incapable of doing the printing of 
the House. A few days will enlighten us upon 

itpoint. Why should we forestall him by this 
summary process? For whose benefit, and for 
whose good, when the Printer of the Senate is 

ling to supply his place for the present, and is 
pable of doing all necessary work? 
Mr. BURNETT. I had almost determined 
at | never would again indulge in any discus- 
m connected with the subject of the public 
rinting, from the fact that it is almost impossi- | 
ble forany member of this House to get a full 
lerstanding of the mode of operation by which 
pi rinting Is done, the manner in which it is 
each Congre ‘ss, and the parties inter- 
ted in it. [ had no age ney in the election of 
Mr. Ford as Public Printer of this House. Thad 
agency in fastening him upon this House as 
its officer to do its printing. Gentlemen upon 

t side of the House elected him. If there has 

ecnany upon his part in doing the print- 

© of the Llouse, and the public service has been 

ired by it, they are responsible. But, sir, I 

stonishs d that the ge ntleman who re presents 
the “C ommittee on Printing on this oecasion 
should not offer a resolution here declaring the 
office vacant, when he must know thet if we | 
thorize the Superintendent of Public Printing 
to let out that work by contract, Mr. Ford would 
he entitled to and could claim it, unless his office 
is declared vacant; and I am opposed to his res- 
tion for that reason, 

Bat, sir, L am opposed to it for the further rea- | 
son that there is no necessity for the resolution. 
s Printer, Governor Ford, we are informed by 

nteman from Illinois, [Mr. McCiernanp,] 


Pa 


out at 


nealect 


will be here in a few days. Why then should 
iss this re solution, when the Printer for the 
House will be here in person so soon, and we 


can then either declare his office vacant, or learn 
from him the reasons why he does not perform 
his duties? 
The gentleman from Hlinois asked a question 
th at uy would like to have answ ered; and that i is, 
her this is part and parce! ' of the programme 
it was carris d out at the last session of Con- 
gress, and which was then denounced asa move- 
for the purpose of enabling Cornelius Wen- 
dell to sell his printing office? I understand that | 


ment 
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| togive them a better contract. 


‘tha ut rei has been consummated wy the Superin- | 
tendent of Public Printing, and ratified, as far as | 
it can be, by the action of the Committee on 
Printing for the two Houses of Congress. I, like 
the gentleman from Illinois, understand that the 
price paid, or agreed to be paid, by the Govern- 
ment for that printing e cabin ant, is $135,000. 
1 am also informed that that office was offered by 
re sponsible parties in this city for $80,000. Lam 
also informed that it is not, in dee d and in truth, 
worth more than $40,000; and that the materials, 
the printing presses, the type, and the fixtures 
belonging to that printing establishmentare totally 
unsuited and unfit for the purposes for which ther 
have been purchased by the Government. If that | 
office is not worth more than $40,000, it is to me 
surprising—passing strange that it should have 
been purchased with such hot haste. And now 
we are called upon to authorize the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing to go on and let out the 
printing for this Elouse by contract, without first 
declaring the office of Printer of the House va- 
cant. Sir, I do not understand this thing. It 
may he a fair; it may be all honest; it may be 
all right; but from the information I have received 
I have my suspicions, and hence | intend to offer 
a resolution by which we will be enabled to in- 

vestigate, and if possible probe this matter to its 
very bottom. I want to Know why it is that the 
Government is to pay $135,000 for a printing es- 
tablishment whichinre ality isonly worth 940,000, 
and which has been offered for $80,000. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. With the permission | 
of my friend from Kentucky, I will state that 
the agent of Mr. Ford has this moment placed in 
my hand a dispatch to the following effect: 

“T hope to be able to reach there [theaning Washington] 
on Saturday.’ 

That dispatch has been placed in my hands by 
the agent of Mr. Ford, who also informs me | 
that he has made temporary arrangements for 
the printing of the House until Mr. Ford arrives. 

Mr. BURNETT. There is another thing, Mr. | 
Speaker, that I would like the gentleman who 
represents the Committee on Printing to tell us; 
and that is, why, in his great anxiety for a re- 
duction in the cost of the public printing—and in 
which | agreed with him, and for which I voted— 
he did notalso include the binding of this House? 
I desire to know why it is that there is no reduc- 
tion made upon that branch of the work done for 
this House? I want to know how it happens, if 
we are have a mammoth printing establish- 
ment,and the work is to be done by the Govern- 
ment directly, his resolution is not broad evough 
to cover the binding also, and have all the work 
done by agents of the Government who will be 
responsible to it for their action and conduct? 

Now, sir, | want to amend that resolution. I 

want to provide that the binding of this House 
shall also be let out by the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Printing; that he shall make a contract and 
let that out also, and have it done directly; and 
before I take my seat, unless the gentleman who 
offered this resolution desires to take the floor, | 
shall move to postpone the whole subject until 
next Tuesday. 

Mr. GROW. I hope, as the gentleman asked 
us to vote down the previous question, he will 
not cut off debate now. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 will not do it; but I offer 


the amendment which I have indicated, and 


| which the Clerk can put in proper shape. 


Mr. GROW. Mr. Speaker, | have but a word 
to say upon this proposition. Itseems, from the 
papers which have been read at the Clerk’s desk, 
that Messrs. Larcombe & English made a con- 
tract with the House Printer to do this work. 
They now refuse to execute that contract made 
with the House Printer; and this is a proposition 
The House Printer, 
in making that contract, has done what has al- 
ways been done since I have been a member of 
Congress, except in one instance when Cornelius 
Wendel! was clected Printer. Now, shall we 
come in and relieve these parties from the obli- 
gations of their contract with our House Printer, 
and thus subject him to loss, without allowing 
him an opportunity first to see the parties and 
make arrangement ts W ith them? Is that treating 
our Printer fairly? He has been detained ata 
distance from this city by sickness, and telegraphs 
that as soon as he is able to travel he will come 


here. A dispensation of Providence keeps him | 





|} are now doing the printing in Mr. 
printing office, and whenever they are relieved 
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away; and this House is asked, under these cir- 
cumstances, to place in the hands of his sub-con- 
tractors greater advantages than they would have 
under the terms of their contract. Let them be 
made to comply with their contract with the 
House Printer if he ean make them do it; and if 
not, then it will be for us to Pp rrovide some other 
way of having the printing done. 

Aft r the 4th of M. arch ne xt, under a law which 
Congress passed last session, the Government is 
to do its own printing. Now, Lam opposed to 
making any change between this time and that, 
unless you repeal that portion of the act which 
fixes the 4th of March. If it will be right for 
the Government te do its own printing then, and 
we find ourselves unable to get the,work done 
now, let us begin now to have the printing done 
by the Government. What objection is there to 
Starting it now, if itis necessary to makeacha? ce 
instead of throwing the whole burden and trau! 
and expense upon the House Printer, to the ad- 
vantage of his sub-contractors? I can see no 
justice in that way of doing business, or in that 
way of treating the e mployés of the Gove ronment. 

Mr. STANTON. mete Speaker, the gentleman 
who re ‘presents the Commitiee on Printing pro- 
poses, in consequence of the absence of the House 
Printer, and out of consideration for him, not to 
move a resolution declaring the office vacant; bit 
he does move a resolution which takes from him, 
until the expiration of his term, every particle of 


’ 


| the work which he is entitled by law to do. The 


etlect of his resolution is either to deprive the 
House Printer of his office entirely, or to subject 


| the Government to action by him for damages in 


consequence of their handing over the work to 
some other parties. 

Now, sir, if there is to be any change, made, 
there is certainly no reason why a day may not 
be given in consequence ef the sickness of the 
House Printer, to enable him to com@ here and 
put this matter upon a proper footing. 

Mr. Speaker, Messrs. Larcombe & English, 
falling in with the views of the Superintendent of 
Public Printing, agree very readily that they will 
not consent to do this printing any longer under 
the contract they made with our Printer; but they 
Wendell’s 


from the iigations of their contract with the 
House Printer, then the Superintendent of Pub- 
lic Printing, in behalf of the House, is to enter 
into a contract with the same parties, authorizing 
them to do the printing upon better terms; that is, 
to get the whole price of the printing, a portion 
of which now goes to the House Printer. Unques- 
tionably they will not do the printing any longer 
undertheircontract with the House Printer, if the 
House will relieve them from it, and give them the 
same work at a higher price. And thatis just 
the question which the House have to consider: 
whetherthey will now relieve Messrs. Larcombe & 
English from their contract with the House Printer, 
give to them the price which the law gives to the 
Printer, and deprive him of any portion of th: 
profits of the work? ‘That is the whole quesuon: 
whetherthe House will deprive him of any chance 
to do the work himself, and take the legitimate 
wrofits of the work, or getsomebody else to doit, 
eaving him some margin of profit which will 
enable him to realize something from his office ? 

In my judgment, sir, it is premature to take 
action on a r solution of this sort at this time, and 
I therefore move to postpone its further consid- 
eration until] Monday next, 

Mr. HASKIN obtained the floor. 

Mr. NIBLACK. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from New York one question before he 
yroceeds. 

Mr. HASKIN. 
any questions, 

Mr. NIBLACK. I desire to inquire whether 
the committee have taken any action, or intend to 
take any, in relation to the removal of Mr. Ford, 
or whether he will still continue Printer of the 
House under the arrangement proposed in the 
resolution ? 

Mr. HASKIN. I would state, for the inform- 
ation of the gentleman from Indiana, that the ob- 
je ct of the committee is to provide for the exist- 
ing necessities of the case; to have the prinung 
whic h is absolutely nece ssary to be done to ev 
able us to legislate here, forthwith done. It will 
be recollected by the House that, two or three days 


I have no objection to answer 
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azo, when the consular and diplomatic bill came 


a tt CT 


up for consideration, objection was made to its _ 


consideration because the bill was not printed; 
and the statement was then made by the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means that 
it was not printed because the Printer of the 
House was absent from the city, and because the 
persons heretofore in the habit of doing the print- 
ing refused to do it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will the gentleman from 
New York allow me to make an inquiry? I un- 
derstood him to say On a previous occasion that 
the House Printer had transferred this work to 
Larcombe & English, giving them eighty per cent. 
on the prices paid. i will now refer the House 
to the proviso to the second section of the bill, 
chapter eighty, of the acts of last session of Con- 
ress, and I ask the gentleman whether the atten- 
tion of the Committee on Public Printing has been 
called to that proviso? 

Mr. HASKIN. If the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will permit me, I desire briefly to reply to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky 
| Mr. Burnett] especially,and also to the remarks 
ofthe gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr.Grow;]} 
and I intend covering that question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Very well, sir. 

Mr. HASKIN. The gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (Mr. Burnett] stated that the office of 
Public Printer was vacant. | have my doubts as 
to whether he is not correct in that statement; but 
as fur as 

Mr. BURNETT. The member from New 
York is mistaken. I did not state that the office 
was vacant; but I stated that the effect of the res- 
olution would be to declare, indirectly, the office 
vacant, and that by not doing so directly, the 
Public Printer would be entitled to claim com- 

ensation, provided he would be able to show that 
c was ready to do the work. 
Mr. HRSKIN. In reply to that portion of the 


gentleman’s remarks, permit me to call the atten- 





tion of the House to the law creating the office of 


Superintendent of Public Printing. By that law 
it is provided that where the Public Printer neg- 
lects for sixty days to do the general work or- 


dered by the House, the Superintendent may | 


thereupon go on and contract to have the work 
done at the prices allowed by law. That provis- 
ion is designed to reach the large work ordered 
by the Hlouse, but not the smaller matters. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman will permit 
me to ask him thrs question: if that be the law, 
and the fact exists, why does he want to have this 
resolution adopted ? : 

Mr. HASKIN. I reply to the gentleman that 
this provision of the law creating the office of 
Supertatendent of Public Printing applies to the 
large work ordered by the House, and not to the 
bills, and reports, and Journals which we require 
every day for our use. 
terpretation which the Superintendent of Public 
Printing, Mr. Heart, gives to it; and it is on that 
account that he sent in thiscommunication,. If it 
had applied to the general printing, as the gen- 
tleman says it does, there would have been no 
necessity for action here, It is under this provis- 
ion of the law that we ask that the Superintend- 
ent shall have the power which this resolution 
proposes to give him. 

Now, sir, on the subject of the vacatur of this 
office. At the last session of Congress, te gen- 
tleman from Alabama, [Mr. CLopron,] in a re- 
port made on the subject of the public printing, 
offered a resolution that Inasmuch as Mr. Ford 
had entered into a contract with Larcombe & 
English to do this work, he receiving twenty per 
cent., and they receiving eighty per cent., that 
fact was a vacatur of the office. But the gentle- 
man from Alabama did not press the resolution. 


todo the work at that price; nor can the House | 
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the offices of both House Printer and Senate | 
But we must meet this case as | 


Printer vacant. 
it presents itself to the House; and that is by di- 
recting the Superintendent to contract to have the 
work done, so that we may proceed with our 
business. 

Gentlemen ask fora postponement of this prop- 
osition until Monday. We may to-day have ob- 
jections raised to the consideration of some bill 


‘before the House, because it is not printed. If 
there be an efforton the part of General Bowman, | 


the Senate Printer, to do the House printing at 


the reduction made at last session of Congress, || 
I know that he is now doing the | 


I am glad of it. 
work ordered by the Senate at the reduced rates, 
I know that the House printing can also be done 
at the reduced rates. 
tract entered into by Larcombe & English, by 
which they were to give Ford twenty per cent. of 


the price paid, ifthey were to do the work-at the | 


reduced rates, they would only be receiving forty 


iustead of eighty per cent. under the old rates al- | 


lowed by the law of 1852. They cannot afford 


afford to enter into the wranglings and janglings 
between Public Printers and those who contract 
to do the work. 
is to authorize the Superintendent of Public Print- 
ing to give out the work on contract, as proposed 
by the resolution under consideration. 

Now, sir, on the subject of the purchase of the 


| Wendell establishment, I desire to inform the 


gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] that 


| the Joint Committee on Public Printing, consist- 
| ing of Jerrerson Davis, Mr. Fircn, and Mr. 


At least that is the in- | 


The law, on which he based it is an act passed | 


March 3, 1859. 


* That the office of Printer, either to the Senate or House 
ot Representatives, shall not be transferable, either directly 
or indirectly, and that any attempt to sell or transfer either 
of said offices, or any sale or transfer of the same, shall 
operate as a vacation and abandonment of said offices, or 
either of them.” 


It provides: 


Now, sir, in the case under consideration, within 
about a weck after his election, Mr. Ford entered 
into acontract, sub-letting the whole of this work. 
The same thing was done by the Senate Printer; 
and if we had the power here to reach both these 
cases, I, for one, would vote in favor of declaring 


Antuony, on the part of the Senate, and Mr. 
Gurvey and myself on the part of the House, 
met yesterday, on notification from the Senate 


committee, and we did approve the contract which | 


the Superintendent of Public Printing—he having 
first taken the advice and received the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior—made for the pur- 
chase of this Wendell establishment. That con- 


tract is, in my judgment, for $50,000 less than | 


the establishment cost, allowing nothing for the 
personal skill, time, and attention of Mr. Wen- 


dell in getting up and perfecting his very com- | 


plete establishment. The Government printing 


office will not go into operation until the 4th of || 


March next. I shrink from no investigation on 
this subject. I can only say to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, that there will be as much propriety 


| in investigating the matter of the DeGroot reso- 


lution, passed at the last session, hereafter, as 
there will be in investigating the subject of the 
Government printing-office; and I trust his skirts 


| will be as clear on that subject as mine are on 


order that he may fully understand the force of 


this. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
for members of Congress to understand each other 
clearly and distinetly; and | desire to propound 
to the member from New York this question. In 


the question I put to him, I will go into a little 
statement. I offered at the last session of this 
House a resolution, referring the account of one 


' DeGroot to the Secretary of War for settlement. 


Now, the gentleman cannot deal in any insinua- 
tion or inuendo with meatall. All that I desire 
to know from him is, what he means when he 
says he wants to go into the investigation of that 
contract? 


Mr. HASKIN. 


I mean to say, sir, that I am 


as well satisfied to have you investigate the Gov- 


ernment Printing Office matter, as I trust you 
would be to have the matter of DeGroot’s con- 


| tract investigated. 


Mr. BURNETT. So far as respects any in- 
vestigation connected with him or any man, I 
have nothing to do with it. That is a question 
on which the gentleman can exercise his own 
wishes. ButI want him to answer this question: 
whether by his remark he intended either di- 
rectly, indirectly, or remotely, to reflect on me 


| in any mode whatever? That is what | want to 
| know. 


Mr. HASKIN. I did uot, sir. 

Mr. BURNETT. Very well. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, so far as this resolution is concerned, I 
desire to make a motion to postpone it, unless 
some other gentleman has already made such a 
motion. Bolieving that this resolution ought not 
to be acted upon at this time, I hope that the 
House will at once, without any further discus- 


But, in regard to the con- | 


The way to meet the difficulty | 


It is always well enough 
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sion about it, postpone it. I therefore cal] the 


previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to postpone the 
further consideration of the resolution until Tues. 
day next. 

Mr. BURNETT. I hope that motion wij) 
agreed to, and upon it I call the previous question 

Mr. FLORENCE. | trust the demand for the 

| previous question will be withdrawn for a mo- 
| ment, I desire to say that, so faras my judgment 
is concerned 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair must remind tho 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that the previous 
question has been called. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Kentucky to withdraw it. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 will, if you will renew jt. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I[desire to state that, in my 
|, judgment, gentlemen have not looked at this ques- 
tion practically. Here are facts sufficient, I think, 
to induce any gentleman who will examine them 
to concur with me that neither the Senate Printer 
(inasmuch he has been referred to in this debate) 
| nor the House Printer has conformed to the law. 
|| The law passed in the last Congress expressly 

»rovides that the printing of Congress shall not 
S underlet, that it shall not be so sub-contracted, 
_ that the personal supervision of the Senate Printer 
| or the ries Printer shall be withdrawn from the 
| execution of the work. Now, there is no gen- 
| tleman here who will maintain for a moment 

that the Senate Printer or the House Printer has 
| either of them exercised that personal supervision 
|, over the Public Printing which the law contem- 
|| plates. In reference to the particular claims these 
| sub-contractors may have upon the Printers them- 
selves, | know nothing and care nothing. There 
is one question, however, which gentlemen upon 
this side of the House ought to look at. The 
|| other side of the House are anxious to proceed 
| with the legitimate public business of the country, 
| Tye other day we were prevented from passing 
|, upon one of the approgtese® bills, because it 
had not been printed. Lunderstood this morning, 
| by the communication from the Superintendent 
of Public Printing, that very little of the work 
ordered during the present session has yet been 
rinted, andcannot be, because the Printer elected 
»y the House is not here, and those te whom he 
has sub-let the work will not proceed with it. 

Mr. GROW. Right here, with the consent of 
_my colleague, | wish to make a statement in ref- 
erence to the failure of the consular and diplo- 
| matic bill to be printed the other day. It is very 
| well known that the bills in the hands of the 
| standing committees of the House are not printed. 
| This bill had only recently been reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and there had 
not been time to print it. IL understand that the 
bill has now been printed. 

Mr. FLORENCE. That is all very well, so 
far as it goes; but it does not reach the point to 
which I am speaking. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. I will say to the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, that 1 am informed 
that the Senate Printer is now doing the printing 
| of the House which the House Printer fails to 
execute. 7 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then he is doing it with- 

out authority of law. If the Superintendent ot 
Public Printing has delegated that trust which 
| belongs to the House Printer to the Printer of the 
Senate, he has, in my judgment, not done it in 
|, pursuance of any provision of law. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. I did not say the Su 
| perintendent of Public Printing had made the 
change. I suppose the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
| vania will not deny that Mr. Ford had the right 
to employ the Printer of the Senate to do the 
work. 5 

Mr. FLORENCE. The communication this 
morning read from the Superintendent of Public 
Printing states that the House Printer, or those 
employed by him, refused positively to do the 
work at the price fixed by law; how, then, is 
be done? I know nothing about his arrangement 

vith any sub-contractor, nor do I care. I wish, 
gentlemen, as I said at the outset, to look at te 
matter practically and fully in the face. Our 
printing is not being done. The House Printer 
cannot perform it; he has not, within the put 
view of the law, made any provision for the pet 
| formance of it, neither has the Senate Printer; S° 
|| that I do not care for either of them so far as they 
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ve concerned as individuals, nor do 1 want to 
lieve either of them from any censure properly 

‘aching tothem. Nordo Il desire to reflect un- 

suv upon either. 1 only say thatif [ under- 
~rood the statement made by the gentleman from 
New York from the Committee on Printing, (Mr. 
Haskin,}] the other day, a very large sum of 
money has been made by the Senate Printing, 
amounting, | believe, to more than forty-six thou- 
sand dollars, and by the House Printer, amount- 
ing to some twelve thousand dollars—either of 
which sums would be a very large fortune for 
mostof us, certainly one which I should be willing 
to receive, not for my service for a few months, 
but for my whole lite. I say that this amount 
has been received by these men; and, in my 
opinion, it is too much for any man to make in 
the performance of a duty in which he invests 
not one dollar in money or brains. 

Now, sir, | merely desire to ask the House, as 
| have said, to look practically at this matter. 
The exigency, the situation in which we are 
place d, is not one which calls for the indulgence 
ofany personal feelings. ‘The Committee on Pub- 
lic Printing, composed, as the gentleman says, of 
Jerrerson Davis, Senator Fircu, and Senator 
Awrnony, in the Senate, and of two gentlemen in 
this House, to either of whom | am willing to 


coneede integrity and honesty of purpose in the | 


exercise of the functions properly devolving on 
them, concluded to confirm the contract entered 
into for the purchase of this printing office. I 
think the matter of this purchase is entirely irre- 
levant to the question under consideration; and | 
only refer to it because gentlemen have brought 
ijt into this debate. I believe, from information 
Ithave obtained within a few moments, that the 
eae which has been made is a judicious one. 


understand it to have been approved by the | 


Secretary of the Interior; and | am very willing 
to accord to him, and to the joint committee of 
Congress, the credit of having exercised a proper 


discretion in confirming the contract; and I am | 


willing further to confirm their judgment by my 
vote, if it be necessary. Gentlemen have referred 
to the price paid for the building, and said that it 
could have been purchased for Jess. Now, inthe 
first place, | do not believe the building was ever 
offered for $80,000; and I do not believe it could 
be built and furnished for $40,000 more than the 
price paid for it. Hence, | think that the gentle- 
man from Illinois had not that sort of authority 
which could justify him in making the statement 
which he did to-day. So far as that is concerned, 


| bers around me will recollect. 
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am willing that the resolution shall be postponed 
unul Tuesday next, with the understanding that 
it shal] then be taken up and disposed of. I de- 
mand the previous question on the motion to refer. 

Mr. COX. I move that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. 

Mr. HASKIN. After the statement of the gen- 
tleman from Ilinois, [Mr. MceCiernanp,] that 
Mr. Ford, the House Printer, will be here on Sat- 
urday, I will say for the Committee on Printing, 
that it does not Gbject to the postponement of the 
further consideration of the resolution until Tues- 
day next. A few days ago, when the considera- 
tion of one of the appropriation bills was post- 
poned because it was not printed, I made an 
explanation, and gave notice that I would, at as 
early a day as possible, submit, from the Com- 
mittee on Printing, a proposition to remedy the 
existing evil in reference to the printing of this 
House, and I have fulfilled my promise and dis- 
charged my duty to the House in submitting the 
resolution now under consideration. I do not 
object to the postponement of the further consid- 


eration of the resolution until Tuesday next. I | 


demand the yeas and nays on the motion to lay 


| upon the table. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


The a. stion was then taken; and the resolution | 


was laid upon the table. 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. GILMER. I rise to a privileged question. 


When the House was acting on the motion that 
when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 


| meet on Monday next, I demanded the yeas and | 
| nays. The call was not recognized by the Chair, | 


and the motion was stated by him to be decided 
in the affirmative. I did demand the yeas and 
nays before the question was decided, as the mem- 
I am opposed to 
the adjournment over; and I now move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the House agreed that 
when it adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Mon- 


| day next; and on that motion I demand the yeas | 
| and nays. 


Mr. KUNKEL. I move that the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. GILMER. 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BURNETT. 1 move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. STANTON. 


agreed to, what is the Chair’s decision in refer- 


I demand the yeas and nays | 


If the motion to adjourn be | 


5 





Mr. FLORENCE. _ I renew it. 

Mr. GILMER. I demand the yeas and nays 
on the motion to adjourn. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BOCOCK. ‘I did not raise the question of 
order before, because | had not made up my mind 
onit. Lnow submit the question to the ‘Chair. 
The proposition of the gentleman from Nerth 
Carolina, [Mr. GiLMER,] 1n my opinion, involves 
the question of fixing the time to which this 
House shall stand adjourned. It has been held, 
over and over again, that a proposition to fix the 
time to which the House shalt stand adjourned 
takes precedence of a motion to adjourn. Imake 
the point that the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina, involving, as it does, the qu 
tion of fixing the time to which this House shall 
stand adjourned, takes precedence of a motion to 
adjourn, and must be first acted upon. 

Mr. STANTON. That is the point I made. 
lL ask the Clerk to read the paragraph on page 
145 of the Manual, which I have marked. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

«(The effect of the pendency of a motion to reconsider, 


| according to the universal usage, is to suspend the original 


proposition,]’ but ‘where the term of the members ex 
pires without acting on the motion to reconsider for the 
want of time or inclination, the motion of course fails, 
and leaves the original proposition operative.’--Opinion 
of Mr. Speaker Orr, and also of Mr. Speaker Banks, in 


the case of a resolution directing the payment of money 


out of the contingent fund of the House, where Congress 
adjourned sine die pending a motion tu reconsider the vote 
by which it was adopted.”’ 


Mr. STANTON. I think it stands just as 
though no vote had been taken on the motion to 
adjourn over whenever a motion to reconsider is 
made and pending. If we adjourn now, I insist 
upon it that we meet here to-morrow. 

The SPEAKER. When first made, the point 
of order came upon the Chair suddenly. He is 
satisfied that the decision he has made is not the 
correct one; and he now decides that the motion 
of the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Giv- 
MER] to reconsider the vote by which the House 
agreed that when it adjourns to-day it be to meet 
on Monday next, must be acted on before the 
motion to adjourn can be entertained. On the 
motion of the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. 
Kunket,] that the motion to reconsider be laid 


|upon the table, the yeas and nays have been 


ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Kun- 
KEL’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 103, nays 83; as follows: 


YEBAS—Messrs. Adrain, Aldrich, Thomas L. Anderson, 
William C. Anderson, Ashmore, Avery, Barksdale, Bar 
ret, Beale, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Braneh, Brayten, 
Brown, Burch, Burlingame, Burnett, Case, Horace F. 
Clark, John B. Clark, Clopton, John Cochrane, Cox, Bur 
ton Craige, Crawford, Curry, John G. Davis, De Jarnette, 
Delano, Edgerton, Edmundson, English, Florence, Fouke, 
Garnett, Gartrell, Graham, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, 


however, l only refer to it for the purpose of show- 
ing that we have not the facts before us, and that 
we are here legislating blindly. 

Mr. McCLERNAND. If the gentleman will 
permit me, I will say that perhaps | made my 
statement rather too strong. I cannot state, from 


| ence to the adjournment over? [hold that if the | 
House now adjourns, while the motion to recon- 
sider is pending, we must meet here to-morrnw, 
| at twelve o’clock, m. [Cries of ‘*Oh, no!’’] 
That is my opinion. Until the motion to recon- 
sider is acted upon, I hold that the adjournment | 


my own knowledge, that any such offer was made. 
Ail L intended to say was that I understood this 
printing establishment might have been pur- 


chased last fall for $80,000; and that, in fact, it || 


was worth much less than that—perhaps not more 
than $40,000. Whether, in point of fact, it was 
offered for the sum of $80,000, I do not know. 
Mr. FLORENCE. From the information I 
—_ I believe the price paid for it is not too 
arge, 
ceeding to say that gentlemen should take into 


consideration the fact that we are in absolute want | 
of this printing for the purposes of legitimate | 


legislation. 
l assure you, Mr. Speaker and the House, that 


the only desire I have in this matter is to have | 


the public business properly and promptly con- 
ducted 


themselves to do their duty under the law, have 
at all done so. I defy denial of the fact that they 
have gone outside of the law. 
to take the resolution reported from the Commit- 
tee on Printing. Ifit be necessary, I am willing 
that its consideration shall be postponed until 
Mr. Ford, who is now suffering from illness, 
and detained in a distant city, shall have arrived 
in Washington. Iam willing to give an oppor- 
‘unity to him to make proper arrangements for 
the execution of the printing. When the gentle- 
man from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] suggested 
the postponement of the further consideration of 


the question, I was willing, while ready to vote | 


to adopt the resolution, to concede thatmuch. I 


Now, sir, in the first place, I was pro- | 


| **No!”’] 


It is true that neither the Senate Printer | 
nor the Printer for the House, who have pledged | 





But I am willing | 


| to meet on Monday next. 


| over is not complete. 
Mr. BURNETT. I understand that the House 

has already agreed to adjourn over until Monday | 

If, then, we adjourn now, I insist that the | 


next, 
House does not meet to-morrow, but on Monday 
next. It must be recollected that the motion to 
reconsider has not yet been adopted. 


Mr. STANTON. The motion to adjourn over, 


| although adopted, is inoperative until action is 
_taken upon the pending motion to reconsider. 


The motion to adjourn over stands now as if it 
had not been adopted at all. [Cries of ‘* No!” 
It certainly does. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I ask the Chair 
whether, if we adjourn now, the first business on 
Monday will not be this motion to reconsider the 
vote by which the House adjourned over? {[Laugh- 
ter. 


The SPEAKER. The motion to reconsider 


| will have fallen by its own weight before Mon- 


day morning. [Renewed laughter.] The Chair 
decides that if the House adjourns now, it will be 
The motion to recon- 
sider has not been agreed to. 

Mr.STANTON. I demand the yeasand nays 
on the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. 
on the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Howarp, of 
Ohio, and Joun Cocurane were appointed. 


I demand tellers 


The House was divided; and the tellers report- | 


ed—ayes forty-four, noes not counted. 
Mr. BURNETT. 


adjourn. 


I withdraw the motion to 


Hawkins, Hill, Hindman, Holman, Houston, William How- 
ard, Hughes, Hutchins, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, Kenyon, 


*unkel, Landrum, Larrabee, Love, Lovejoy, Maclay, 


Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8S. Martin, McClernand, Me- 
Queen, Miles, Millward, Montgomery, Sydenham Moore, 
Morrill, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Pendleton, Pryor, 
Pugh, Quarles, Reagan, Riggs, James C. Robinson, Rutilin, 
Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, 
William Smith, Spaulding, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel B. Washburn, 


| Webster, Whiteley, Wilson, Window, Winslow, Wood 


son, and Wright—103. 

NAYS-—Messrs. Green Adams, Allen, Alley, Ashley, 
Barr, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Briggs, Buflinton, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Carey, Carter, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Covode, 
James Craig, Dawes, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Etheridge, Fen 
ton, Foster, Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, 
John T. Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Irvine, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, De Witt C. 
Leach, James M. Leach, Leake, Lee, Logan, Longnecker, 
Loomis, Mallory, Maynard, McKenty, McKnight, McPher 
son, Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Edward Joy Morris, Pal 
mer, Perry, Pettit, Peyton, Porter, Potter, Pottie, Edwin R. 
Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice, Royce, Wiiliain N. H. 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, 
Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Vandever, 
Wade, Walton, and Wells—83. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. MAYNARD stated thet Mr. Brasson 
was still detained from the House in consequence 


of a severe injury. 


Mr. STOUT stated that Mr. Burca was absent 
in attendance upon the special committee of thirty- 
three. 

Mr. QUARLES stated that his colleague, Mr 
NE son, was absent in attendance upon the spe- 
cial committee of thirty-three. 
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Mr. BURNHAM stated that Mr. Woopnurr 
was confined to his room by sickness. 
The result of the vote was announced as above 

rec ord d. 
ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. ASHLEY, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to provide for and facilitate the organ- 
ization of the House of Representatives of the 
United States on the assembling of each Con- 
gress; Which was read a first aud second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

THE CENSUS. 

Mr. ASHLEY also, by unanimous consent, | 
introduced a bill to amend the act providing for 
the taking of the seventh census, and for other 
purposes, approved May 23, 1859; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

STATE OF THE UNION. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri. I have inmy 
hand some resolutions upon the subject of our 
national difficulties, which were not ready to be 
submitted yesterday when the State of Missouri 
was called; and I ask now that they be received, 
and referred to the select committee of thirty- 
three. 

No objection being made, the resolutions were 
read, and referred accordingly. They are as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the questions at issue between the slave- 
holding and non -lavehoelding States now involving the 
integrity and stability of the Union, are: 1. The consti 
tutional power of Congress to prohibit the introduction of 
slaves into the Territories of the United States by persons 
emigrating to said Territories from States wherein slavery 
exists. 2. ‘The constitutional power of a Territorial Legis 
Jature to prohibit or establish slavery. 3. The constitu 
tional right of Congress to protect slave property in the 
Territories of the United States. 4. The constitutional 
power of Congress to pass laws making it a criminal of 
fense for any person to prevent or obstruct, or attempt to 
prevent or obstruct the execution of the “ fugitive slave 
act.’ 5. The constitutional power of Congress to pass 
laws punishing any person who shall, directly or indirectly, 
aid orassistany other person held to service or labor inone 
State, under the laws thereof, to escape trom the person 
to whom such service or labor may be due. 6. The con 
stitutional right of a State to pass laws preventing. hinder 
ing, Orin any wavy, directly or indirectly, obstructing the 
execution of the * tugitive slave act.” 

Resolved, That the toregoing questions should be sub 
mitted tothe Supreme Court ot the United States by a joint 
resolution of both Housesyot Congress, for their opinion ; and 
that said tribunal be requested to submit said opinion to 
Congress, as speedily as practicable. 

Resolved, That as a final settlement of said questions 
between the North and the South, Congress should with 
out delay, after said opinion shall have been submitted, 
enact such laws as may be necessary to carry into effect 
the opinion of said court, or any part thereot, that may 
roquire legislation. 


MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented to the House the report of the 
commissioners appointed to examine into the or- 
genization, system of discipline, and course of 
study, of the United States Military Academy a® 
West Point, together with the record of evidence 
tuken; which were laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed, 

PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. ALDRICH, by unanimous consent, in- 
troduced a bill as a substitute for the Pacific rail- 


road bill reported from the select committee of | 


last session; which was laid on the table and 
ordered to be printe d. 

Mr. VANDEVER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which House bill No. 700 was this morning 
recommitted to the Committee on Public Lands. 

‘The motion was entered upon the Journal. 

CALVIN B, SEYMOUR. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that the petition 
of Calvin B. Seymour, surviving partner of Staf- 
ford, Seymour & Co., for indemnity for losses 
by Indians in 1836, be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILL REFERRED. 


Mr. STOKES. lLask the unanimous consent 
of the House to discharge the Committee of the 
Whole House from the further consideration of 


House bill No. 467, and that it be referred back to || 


the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 
No objection being made, it was so ordered. 


And then, on the motion of Mr. HARRIS, of 


Maryland, (at three o’clock, p. m.,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. | 
Monpay, December 17, 1860. | 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 

The Journal of Thursday last was read and | 
approved, 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. | 
The bill (No. 841) making further provision in | 
relation to consolidated land offices, received from | 

the House of Representatives on Thursday last, 

was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pablic Lands. 
MEMORIALS. 
Mr. PUGH presented the memorial of M. C. 
Mordecai and others, owners of the steamship | 
Isabel, praying compensation for mail service | 
between Charleston and Havana; which was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. : | 
Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Jane | 

Gantt, praying indemnity for losses sustained by 
her husband, Dr. Joseph Gantt, by the invasion | 
of Florida by the troops of the United States in | 
1812; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Claims. 
BILL INTRODUCED. | 
Mr. HEMPHILL asked, and by unanimous | 


consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
521) for the relief of E. P. Hunt; which was read 
twice by ts title, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 


MAIL ROUTE. 
Mr. HEMPHILL submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
establishing a tri-weekly mail route from Monrve, in Lou- 
isiana, to Rondo, in Arkansas. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the | 


Speaker of the House had signed the following 
enrolled bills; which thereupon received the sig- 
nature of the Vice President: 

A bill (H.R. No. 863) to authorize the issue 
of Treasury notes, and for other purposes; and 


A bill (S. No. 82) to amend the fourth section 
of the act for the admission of Oregon into the 


Union, so as to extend the time for selecting salt | 


springs and contiguous lands in Oregon. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr.GWIN. The Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads, to whom was referred a memo- 
rial of the Chamber of Commerce of the city of 
San Francisco, California, in favor of the trans- 
mission of the entire mail overland between the 
eastern States and California daily through the 
territory of the United States, have instructed me 
to report it back, and move that the committee be 
discharged from its further consideration, as the 
committee and the Senate have already acted on 
it, by reporting and passing an amendment to the 
post route bill during the last session, providing 
for an overland daily mail on the central route, 
which bill, with that amendment, is now pending 
in the House of Representatives. 

The committee was discharged. 

Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred the motion to print the report 
of the Secretary of State, communieating, in obe- 
dience to law, an abstract of returns of registered 
American seamen, have instructed me to reportit 
back, and ask to be discharged from its further 
consideration, the House having ordered the print- 
ing of this document. 

The motion to aischarge the committee was 
agreed to. 





ecember 17, 


Forts Moultrie and Sumpter, respectively ; whether. in| 
opinion, the number is sufficient to hold the torts avain.. 
any apprehended attack or domestic violence ; whet). iy 
additional men have been ordered to either of said yo ov 
or any steps have been taken to put them into a condi; 

to resist any attack that may be made upon them ; iy wij, 
possession and custody, and under what guard, the a; sos 
at Charleston, South Carolina, is; what arms and o: : 
property is there Kept, or has been there within the jy; 
three months, and if moved, what has been done with; j: 

if such arsenal, arms, and property is under the custody 
control of persons other than officers of the United s 
by what authority they hold the possession and ey. 
of such arsenal, arms, and property; why they are no: 
in possession of officers of the United States ; and wiye: 
in any instances, the persons in possession of such arsey 
arms, and property, have refused to comply with requis; 
tions for arms and ammunition, when properly made : 2) d 
further, what instructions lave been given to the officer, 
in command of said forts and arsenal in case of a demand 
for their surrender by or to any person or authorities, or yy 
attack upon them; also, that the President be requested ty 
furnish the Senate with copies of all such instructions ay 
of all orders in relation to said forts or arsenal, within ti, 
last three months, and of all correspondence with the Liew 
tenant General, or any other officer of the United stay 
Army or Navy, relative to the security of said forts ay 
arsenal, and to the necessity of supplying additional foree 
for their protection. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor jy 
the chair.) If no objection be made to the pres- 
ent consideration of the resolution, it will be coy- 
sidered as before the Senate. 

Mr. BROWN. I! object. 

The PRESIDINGOFPFICER. Objection being 
made, it lies over. ; ' 
PRESIDEN s MESSAGE, ETC. 

Mr. FITCH. The Committee on Printing, to 
whom was referred a resolution relative to print- 
ing extra numbers of the President’s messag: 
and documents, report these resolutions, and ask 
for their adoption: 


put 


|| Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate, 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


in addition to the usual number, fifteen thousand copies oj 
the annual message of the President of the United States, 
with the reports of the heads of Departments and chiets ot 
bureaus communicated therewith, omitting the statistical 
matter accompanying said reports. 

Resolved further, That there be printed in addition, for 
the use of heads of Departments, eighteen hundred copies 
of the annual message of the President and accompanying 
documents, with the statistics and maps, viz.; two hun 

| dred copies for the use of the Interior Department, and 
one thousand copies for distribution to public libraries iy 
the several States and Territories, to be distributed by th 
Secretary, as the American State Papers now are distrib 
uted by him; two hundred copies tor the use of the Star 
Department; two hundred copies for the use of the War 
Department; one hundred copies for the use of the Navy 
Department; and one hundred copies for the use of th 
Treasury Department. Also, one thousand additional 
| copies of the report of the Commissioner of Indian Aflairs 
for the uce of his office ; one thousand copies of the report 
|| of the Commissioner of the General Land Office for the us 
of his oflice; five hundred copies of the report of the Com 
missioner of Public Buildings tor the use of that office ; fiv 
hundred copies of the report of the officers in charge o! 
| the Government Hospital for the Insane for the use of said 
| Officers; five hundred copies of the reports of the officers 
|; in charge of the Penitentiary for the District of Columbia, 
|| fortheir usc. And in order that the views of the Seer 
| tary of the Interior upon the various subjects treated of in 


| 


these reports may be the more fully understood : Be it fu 
ther resolved, That so much of his annual report be printed 
therewith as relates to the same subject. 

Mr. YULEE. Before action on the resolutions, 
I would inquire of the chairman of the Commu- 
tee on Printing why there is no recommendation 
for printing extra numbers of the report of 
Post Office Department? It is usual to allow 
them. ; 

Mr. FITCH. I believe the resolutions are 4 
| transcript of those heretofore reported from t) 
committee. Last year, I think, the Post Offic 
| Department printed its own report, and perhaps 
the resolution of last year was modified on that 
account; and we may have been led into error 
this year from the absence of that clause; but | 
believe it proper to allow the head of that Depart 
ment a number of copies of his report, and on the 
| motion of the Senator so to amend the resolutions, 
I think it will be acceded to by the Senate a! 





EXECUTIVE MESSAGE. 
|| Several messages in writing, of an executive 
| character, were received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. A. J. GLossprenner, 
his Secretary. 
| FORTS IN CHARLESTON HARBOR. 
Mr. CLARK. I have a resolution of inquiry 
to offer, and I desire its immediate passage, if 
there be no objection to its consideration: 


| once. ee 
Mr. YULEE. I hope the amendment will be 
/made. It was not included last year in the ge! 
| eral resolution, because it was ordered by & spe- 
cial and separate resolution presented by mys''. 


| Mr. FITCH. Such is the fact, I believe; and 


this resolution being a copy of that one, I pre- 
sume that is the reason of the omission now. 
Mr. YULEE. The usual number, I think, 's 
|| five hundred for the use of the Department. 
; : | “ 70 TG OFF ‘ER. Joes the S 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be The PRESIDING OFFIC ee a cor her 
requested to inform the Senate, if not incompatible with | ator from Florida move an amendment to che 
|. the public service, What numberof men are stationed at || Of these resoluuons? 
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